
Colwood Elementary 

Garden Curriculum

“Nature does not hurry, yet everything is accomplished.”

- Lao Tzu



March

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

6

Mills 1:30-2:30

7 8
Hitchen 1:30-
2:30

11 12 13

Mills 1:30-2:30

14 15
Hitchen 1:30-
2:30

April

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

3
Sahota 8:40-
9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

4 5
Hitchen 1:30-
2:30

8

Sahota 1:00-1:45
Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

9
Sahota 8:40-
9:20

Martin 1:30-2:30

10
Sahota 8:40-
9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

11 12
Hitchen 1:30-
2:30

15

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

16

Martin 1:30-2:30

17
Sahota 8:40-
9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

18
Sahota 10:45-
11:35

19

22
Ramsbottom 
12:45-1:30
Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

23

Martin 1:30-2:30

24
Sahota 8:40-
9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

25
Sahota
10:45-11:35

26
Ramsbottom 
12:45-1:30
Hitchen 1:30-
2:30
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May

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

29

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

30

Martin 1:30-2:30

1
Div 9 8:40-9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

2
Div 10 10:45-11:35

3

6

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

7

Martin 1:30-2:30

8
Div 9 8:40-9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

9
Div 10 10:45-11:35

10

13

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

14

Martin 1:30-2:30

15
Div 9 8:40-9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

16
Div 10 10:45-11:35

17

20 21

Martin 1:30-2:30

22
Div 9 8:40-9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

23
Div 10 10:45-11:35

24

27

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

28

Martin 1:30-2:30

29
Div 9 8:40-9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

30
Div 10 10:45-11:35

31

June

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

3

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

4

Martin 1:30-2:30

5
Div 9 8:40-(;20

Mills 1:30-2:30

6
Div 10 10:45-11:35

7

10

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

11

Martin 1:30-2:30

12
Div 9 8:40-9:20
Mills 1:30-2:30

13
Div 10 10:45-11:35

14

17

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

18

Martin 1:30-2:30

19
Div 9 8:40-9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

20
Div 10 10:45-11:35

21

24

Martin & Mills 
1:30-2:30

25

Martin 1:30-2:30

26
Div 9 8:40-9:20

Mills 1:30-2:30

27
Div 10 10:45-11:35

28
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Elder Earl Claxton Jr. 

Sign up coming soon



Inquiry Planning Framework

Inquiry Questions: How do we interact with the garden?

Science Language Math Social Studies

Big Ideas:
Understand
-Living things; life-
cycles, diverse, groups, 
ecosystems
-Water; cycle, wind, 
water, ice change land 

Big Ideas:
Understand
-Curiosity and wonder 
lead us to new 
discoveries about 
ourselves and the world 
around us
-Story/text connect us 
to self, family, 
community, world

Big Ideas:
Understand
-financial literacy
-Measurement
-graphing 
-Patterns

Big Ideas:
Understand
-rights and 
responsibilities as global 
citizens 
-local actions have global 
consequences and global 
actions have local 
consequences 
-Indigenous; culture 

Curricular 
Competencies: 
Do

Demonstrate 
curiosity about the 
natural world

Identify questions 
about familiar 
objects and events 
that can be 
investigated 
scientifically

Make observations 
about living and 
non-living things in 
the local 
environment

Express and reflect 
on personal or 
shared experiences 
of place

***Pretty much every 
curricular 
competency in 
Science!! 

Curricular 
Competencies: 
Do

Plan and create a 

variety of 

communication 

forms for different 

purposes and 

audiences

Explore and 

appreciate aspects of 

First Peoples oral 

traditions

Use oral storytelling 

processes

Curricular 
Competencies: 
Do

Connect 

mathematical 

concepts to each 

other and to other 

areas and personal 

interests

Incorporate First 

Peoples worldviews 

and perspectives to 

make connections 

to mathematical 

concepts

Explain and justify 

mathematical ideas 

and decisions

Represent 

mathematical ideas 

in concrete, 

pictorial, and 

symbolic forms

Curricular 
Competencies: 
Do

Use Social Studies 

inquiry processes 

and skills to ask 

questions; gather, 

interpret, and 

analyze ideas; and 

communicate 

findings and 

decisions

Sequence objects, 

images, or events, 

and explain why 

some aspects 

change and others 

stay the same 

(continuity and 

change)

Grade: 2

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/3/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/2/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/2/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/3/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/3/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/mathematics/2/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/mathematics/2/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/mathematics/2/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/mathematics/2/core#;


Indigenous Perspectives: 
Food, plant uses, Elder Earl, oral language, SENĆOŦEN Language

Activities: 
– many, see lots of pages and links 

Ongoing Demonstration of Student Learning: 
(to be used as forms of assessment)

Inquiry Learning wall

Books: 

Culminating Demonstration of Learning: 
(i.e., performance tasks, exhibitions, reports, portfolios, 
presentations, etc)

- Learning booklet
- Student led conferences 

Guests: 
(Parents, Family, Elders)

Parent volunteers in forest and 
garden
Elder Earl 

Differentiation of Learning: 
- Tech
- Reading
- Hands on 
- Inquiry 

Teacher Documentation of 
Learning Process: 
(Forms of assessment)

Spaces EDU
Photos 
Sharing on Learning wall 
Anecdotal notes 

Field Trips: 
(School yard, forest, on bus)

Charlies Trail 
Bug museum 

https://wsanecschoolboard.ca/sencoten-language/


Jump Links to Pages in this Resource

Indigenous Plant Garden

Inquiry Booklet

Ladybugs

Spiders

Camas

Soil

Predator Vs Prey

Bees

Butterfly
Worms

Take home slip for Garden Harvest Party

Job Cards
Hummingbirds

Animal Tracks

Fungi

Do the Rot Thing 
Teacher Resource

Vegetable Resources

Vegetable Resources

Plants

Birds

https://www.cvswmd.org/uploads/6/1/2/6/6126179/do_the_rot_thing_cvswmd1.pdf
https://www.cvswmd.org/uploads/6/1/2/6/6126179/do_the_rot_thing_cvswmd1.pdf
https://learninglab.si.edu/org/national-zoo


Westshore Staff and 
Student Ideas

Pollinator and Tea 
Garden Resources

Garden Club 
Resources

Praying Mantis 
Resources

Water Cycle

Ice Breaker 
Games

Seeds



Live it Series
to explore for 
STEM, Art, 
Slideshows, 
Deep Dives, 
Game, 
Reading



The Garden EcosystemName:

The Garden EcosystemName:



K-6 Garden
Curriculum Connections for BC 

https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-

LGT-Outcomes.pdf

TONS AND TONS OF ACTIVITIES/
LESSONS

https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/resources/

https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/British-Columbia-LGT-Outcomes.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/resources/


https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-
climate-change-2/

Lessons and Handouts

https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/All-Lessons.pdf

https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/plants-people-and-climate-change-2/
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/All-Lessons.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/All-Lessons.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/All-Lessons.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/All-Lessons.pdf
https://www.littlegreenthumbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/All-Lessons.pdf






● Medicinal Plants: yarrow, calendula, 

angelica, catnip, coneflower, mint, comfrey, 
cornflower, 

● Indigenous plants: Nootka Rose, snow berries, 

salmon berries, trailing blackberry, salal, 
● Vegetables: snow peas, snap peas, 

tomatoes, carrots, fava beans, sunflowers, 

lettuce, potatoes, squash (trailing arch), 
radishes, arugula 

● Pollinator flowers: daisies, wildflower seeds, 

nasturtiums,borage   

What we should plant in the 
spring of 2024



Garden Year Plan
Source: The School Garden 

Curriculum

By Kaci Rae Christopher

BLM and Additional Resources for this 

Garden Unit

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/nsp-blurbs/School-Garden-Curriculum-Appendix-A-Worksheets.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/nsp-blurbs/School-Garden-Curriculum-Appendix-A-Worksheets.pdf


Fungi Study

Topics FALL in the GARDEN

Theme/
Topic/ 

Inquiry Question

How do we interact with the garden?
Guiding Principles: 
Use Small and slow solutions. Creatively use and respond to change. 
ROYAL:
Empathy and consideration when interacting with plants.
How can Students behaviour impact the creatures in the garden?

I Can… Work as a team (communication competency)

Physical education, health, science, Indigenous values

Garden Etiquette Always pick food with two hands, one to hold the plant. Do not pull with one hand.
Deer Ears: quiet voices (whisper what you found to a friend) 
Owl Eyes: focus their gaze (zoom in)
Fox Feet: careful steps (who lives beneath our feet?)

BOOK THEMES ● Diversity of life
● Comparing ecosystems and habitats
● Long term or seasonal land changes
● Pollinators

Social/
Science

Nature Journal Activities: Observe/sketch/Identify/classify/analyze data 

● Owl Eyes (zooming in body action: use hands as binoculars)

-Everyone finds the same type of leaf or seed- Students sketch the artifact (acorn)

- Compare the difference and similarities at the end, label the sketch 

● Fox Feet (Gentle feet body action: do some light steps) 

- Lids to plastic petri dishes. Place on the ground and sketch what you see inside that 
circle add detail (use loops or magnifying glasses) then colour and label.

● Deer Ears  (Quiet Voices body action: cup hands above your head)

- Sit Spot: How many things can you hear in a 5 min. Sketch the things you hear. Compare     

with friends at the end.

● Seed Saving Sketch: 

- Collect two seeds from two different plants. Sketch and label two seeds. Similarities and 
differences. Venn Diagram? Chestnut compared to poppy seed



Cross Curricular Ideas

Topics FALL in the GARDEN

Science Cont. Nature Journal Activities:
● Safari: using Deer ears, Fox Feet, and Owl Eyes go around the garden looking for signs of 

animals (egg masses, spider webs, holes in nibbled leaves, bird poop) sketch one thing 
and label it.

Pollinators Activities:
● Mason Bee Hive Investigation: Label/design a bee hotel ADST. What do bees like in their 

homes? Hibernation? (Ask PAC for help rebuilding the mason bee hives at the garden, Wild 
Schools)

● Bee/ Hummingbird Anatomy : SENCOTEN names for animals
● See Saving:

- Vocabulary: Dormant-something that is alive but is not actively growing “A Seed is 
Sleepy” book
-Brainstorm all the seeds that have been gathered. Which have husks or seedpods?
- Plant garlic around October 31st (buy straw to mulch, seed garlic)

Mulching Activities: Tucking in the garden for the winter, putting the beds to 
bed
● Collect leaves from the deciduous trees outside our classroom
● Sieve compost #1 and top dress all the beds then put leaves over top
● Early finishers can draw a diagram of the mulching process  in the Nature Journal (first, 

next, then)

Math Activities

● Graphing data: 
- growth of plants, surveys (cut graph paper to fit nature journals)
- Seasonal temperature changes
● Measurement:
- Non standard and standard units of measurement. 
● Patterns (Spirals in Sunflowers, snail shells, colours in fall leaves)

Health Activities:
● Composting: Produce no waste, Composts in our classroom (ask PAC for compost 

spinners)
● SEL: Mindfulness (label 5 things you can touch, 4 see, 3 hear, 2, smell, 1 taste) Collect  kale, 

Thyme, chives, mint

Indigenous Ways of 
Knowing 

Activities:
● Nature Journal: Sketch a mint leaf, then go back to plant and sketch entire stalk, then go 

back and sketch a cluster of mint stalks. (Zoom out activity) 
Resource: Leslie Tierra et al. A Kid’s Herb Book



Topics FALL in the GARDEN

Decomposers Fungi Activity:
● Safety with mushrooms: What concerns do we have about mushrooms. Image of Death 

Cap mushroom. Students do not pick any mushrooms.
● Nature Journal : practice drawing a mushroom from three different angles. Label it colour.
● Bring in a mushroom from the store to taste test.
● What do fungi feed on? What role do spors play in mushroom’s life cycle?
● Resource: Fantastic Fungi on NETFLIX
● Spore Print: Whole Class- Teacher has one mushroom cut in half. One piece on a white 

paper one on black paper. Cover mushrooms with a cup so spores don’t escape. Leave 
mushrooms for 24 hours. Cover in Clear Tack to protect the spore print. Resource: Go 
Science Girl “Mushroom Spore Prints” Mushroom spore print activity

Soil Scientist Inquiry Questions: 

How does a soil scientist behave?

What behaviours will students exhibit when interacting with the living 
things in the school garden? How will they treat the tools they use?

What are brown and green materials in the garden? (Soil Resource 
Below)

How do brown material (straw or leaves)help the garden soil and 
ecosystem? (they help aerate the soil so that decomposers and roots 
can move freely

How do green materials (fruit, veggie scraps) help the garden soil and 
ecosystem? (they provide the nutrients for worms and plants to use as 
energy) (See Soil Resources below)

Garden Activity: Mulching and Compost

- Investigate: look in the garden beds for evidence of past 

mulching. What materials did they find and how well 

decomposed were they?

- With a magnifying glass students will observe a section of 

garden bed and take note/record what is living and non-living 

in their section.

https://gosciencegirls.com/mushroom-spore-prints/


Pollinators and Cycles

Topics WINTER in the GARDEN

Becoming junior 
Entomologists: 
Insect and Spider 
Study

Guiding Principles: 
Use Small and slow solutions. Creatively use and respond to change. 
Observe and don’t disrupt.
ROYAL:
Empathy and consideration when interacting with plants.
How can Students behaviour impact the creatures in the garden?

I Can… Identify various insects and spider in our garden 

Work as a team (communication competency)

Describe the difference between predators and prey 

Garden Etiquette Always handle creatures gently and do not over handle any animals. 

** If handling a moist creature (worms, frogs) make sure to have wet hands. **

How to react to unfamiliar insects and spiders: calmly move their bodies away from the creature. 
Do not act from a place of fear

Deer Ears: quiet voices (whisper what you found to a friend) 
Owl Eyes: focus their gaze (zoom in)
Fox Feet: careful steps (who lives beneath our feet?)

Curricular 
Connections

BIG IDEA:Living things have life cycles adapted to their environment.

- Similarities and differences between offspring and parent. 
- Sort and classify data and information using drawings, pictographs and provided tables. 
- Ask questions and make predictions about  familiar objects

Activities Praying Mantis Activities:Learning  about beneficial predators

Inquiry Questions a garden food webs

Vocabulary: beneficial, non-beneficial, Predator and Prey

Inquiry Questions: What spiders, insects, bugs, and birds have the students 
seen hunting in the garden? 

Is it better to have more predators or prey in the garden? 

Materials: chart paper, Predator and prey images (see predator vs. prey 
resources below),  tape, push pins



Bug Studies cont.

Topics WINTER in the GARDEN

PRaYING MANTIS STUDY 
cont.

Predator vs. Prey Activities:

1. Bug Collection: Continuously collect dead bugs in a glass jar to 
observe.  Talk about what they eat.

2. Food Web Classification: Ss examine different types of predators 
and preys on a Food Web. Stick them onto the food web on chart 
paper. Ask inquiry questions while discussing. (see predator vs. 
prey resources below) 

3. Predator vs. Prey Game (see predator vs. prey resources below) 
4. Growing Praying Mantis eggs How to buy Praying Mantis Eggs in 

Victoria

Resources Praying mantis vs. Cricket vs. Chameleon Video

GARDEN SPIDER STUDY: 
How they Hunt and 
their Anatomy

Scientists value and identify predatory spider

Vocabulary: Thorax (Cephalo), Fangs, Abdomen. Exoskeleton, Spinnerets and local, common 
spiders (see spider resources below)

Inquiry Questions: Why are these spiders so important to the garden? What do they eat? What are 
the features and colours of each variety that can help students identify them in the garden?

Materials: Spider Anatomy Image (see below)  Common spiders images (see spider resources 
below), Eric Carle The Very Busy Spider, Twine

Activities: 

1. The Very Busy Spider: Analyze the spider webs. How do spiders build 
their webs? How spiders build their webs (starts at 29 secs)

Design their own spiders web and then build it using twine.

1. Label and Colour Spider Anatomy (see spider resources below)

Resources
BBC Earth Spiders With 3 Super Powers Youtube video

The School Garden Curriculum Spider Appendix 

Research website Facts about spiders 

https://www.victoriabugzoo.ca
https://www.victoriabugzoo.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cLDmGh6kqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfnchU_HtXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDtlvZGmHYk
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/nsp-blurbs/School-Garden-Curriculum-Appendix-A-Worksheets.pdf
https://www.kidzone.ws/lw/spiders/facts02.htm


Bugs and Pollinator Studies cont.

Topics WINTER in the GARDEN

Indigenous Ways of 
Knowing 

STEM ACTIVITY: Bird Feeders
1. Make a Bird Feeder: Materials- Pine Cones, Lard, Bird Seed, 

sunflowers in the greenhouse
2. Apple and sunflower bird feeder : poke holes in old apples and 

stuff sunflowers in

Worm Study Inquiry Questions:
What does  nutrient rich soil look like? ( compared lasagna bed and 
compost heap) Discuss green and brown matter and the ratio of 1:2 
(1 part green to 2 parts brown)
How do scientists explore soil? Different colours of soil (Soil book 
resource I have) Soil investigation worksheet(See Worm Study 
Resources Below) 
STEM ActivitY:
Make a worm bin: (Live It Earth has STEM activity and worm 
resources below)

Soil Scientist Activities:
● Soil sample look under a microscope: 

- Compare the nutrient rich soil and the non rich. Draw what 
they see as different. 

● Hands on Soil experiments
● Percolation Test: 

Materials: Student books, Whiteboard and pen,  2 paper cups (poke holes 
in bottom), two types of soil (compost and lasagna soil in garden), Two 
plastic cups to catch the water that drips through the holes.
Activity: Fill the paper cups with the two soils. Gently pour water 
through. (see Worm  Resources for BLM) Use a stopwatch to measure 
how fast the water runs through. Record time on a white board. 
Inquiry Questions:  Why would gardeners and scientists want to know 
how water moves through soil? What prediction (hypothesis) do 
students have about how fast water will move through fine and large 
particles? How does water move across or into soil on a rainy day?

https://www.soils4kids.org/experiments/
https://www.soils4kids.org/experiments/


Seed and Worm Studies

Topics WINTER  in the GARDEN

Worm Study Cont. soil activities PDF

Seed Study Parts of a Seed Activity

Materials: broad bean seed that has sprouted, seed handout (see seed resources below), scissors, 
student workbook. glue

Vocabulary: Seed Coat, cotyledon, radicle, dicot seed

Activity:

- Individually Students colour and cut out parts of seed handout (see seed resource below)
- Radicle and epicotyl (#1) on top of cotyledon(#2) on top of seed coat
- Glue together and fold like a card. 

http://www.soils4kids.org/files/s4k/perkin.pdf


Cross Curricular IdeasTopics SPRING in the GARDEN

Citizen Scientists
Objective: Use scientific observations to discover which pollinators visit certain flowers in our 
garden.
Inquiry Questions: What does it mean to be a citizen and a scientist? How does a scientist take a 
survey? What behaviours can students use to make quality observations in the garden? What 
environmental factors, such as weather and seasons, could affect pollinators activity? What 
student activity or behaviours could also impact pollinator activity?

Soil Scientist Decomposers, Consumers, and Producers Activity:

-Decomposers (fungi) Consumers (slugs) producers (plants)

- Ss brainstorm what roles the decomposers, consumers, and producers play in the 
garden ecosystem. (see worksheets below)

- Sketch one of each Decomposer, Consumer, Producer in their nature journal

Resources:

STEM activities about soil

How to make a class compost

What makes a habitat a home?

Valuing the Garden Ecosystem Game (see soil resources below)

Materials:

Yarn and cut up ecosystem cards

Activity:

- Each student is given a garden ecosystem card. Each card is connected to the 
other organism or item  on the ecosystem cards. 

- Class sits in a circle, keep their card secret until their clue is read
- Read each clue aloud and have the class deduce the answer. When the clue is 

answered the person with that card will hold up their card and then take a piece of 
yarn

Inquiry Questions:

- What do they notice about the ecosystem as the game goes on and the web of yarn 
becomes more intricately linked

- When the web is complete introduce environmental changes and allow the web to 
become uneven. Example; if pesticides are sprayed on the garden and the insects 
die, then what will happen to the web elements that rely on the insects?

https://www.plt.org/stem-strategies/nature-recyclers
https://www.pbs.org/video/full-time-kid-how-make-kitchentop-composter/
https://learninglab.si.edu/org/national-zoo


Insects and Pollinators

Topics SPRING  in the GARDEN

Praying Mantis 
Observations

Inquiry Questions about Praying Mantis:

What questions do Ss have about the shape, structure, texture, and formation of the egg 
sac?

How many praying mantis eggs are in it?

What scientific questions do students have about the egg sac and lhe life cycle of a praying 
mantis?

What Changes to the students hope to see with the egg sac over the next few weeks?

What conditions will the eggs need to experience in order to emerge?

LadyBug Observations *Order ladybugs from Buckerfields buckerfields contact info to order ladybugs

Inquiry Questions about Ladybugs: (see ladybug resources below)

Ladybug Images

Are Ladybugs a predator or a prey? (both) some birds eat ladybugs and they eat aphids.

How are they beneficial to our garden?

What plants will attract ladybugs?

Plant Yarrow
Yarrow is a wonderful pollinator plant as well as habitat for ladybugs during the summer. Planting 
it alongside aphid loving plants (Kale). Save seeds in the fall to plant more next year. 

Bee Study
Inquiry Questions:
What kind of bees have we see in our garden? What do they look like and how do they behave?
In-class Activity: Myths and Facts about Pollinators
Compare and Contrast between wasps and bees (images below)
Different types of bees. What makes these bees memorable? How should they interact with the 
pollinators? 
Garden Activity: Bee Tracker
Track how many bees they find. (see chart below) Tally them, collect all the data. Graph. * 
students go to different parts of the garden so the likelihood of recounted the same bee decreases. 
What areas had the most bee sightings

https://www.buckerfields.ca/locations
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/nurspest/insects/lady-beetle


Cross Curricular IdeasTopics SPRING in the GARDEN

Bee Study Cont.
Books:

Big Book of Bugs: Yuval

BEES

Getting to know our Native Northwest Bees by Hillary Sarnina

Butterfly vs, Moth 
Study

Moth: fringed antennae, are nocturnal (not all), and have wings that lay flat when they are 
at rest.

Butterfly: Diurnal, smooth antennae, wings fold up when they are at rest. 

Both: Have a long tongue (proboscis) they they use like a straw to consume nectar. (see 
butterfly resource below)

Facts about how to tell the difference between butterfly and moths

Butterfly vs. Moth 10 min video

How to see like a 
Pollinator

STEM Activity: kaleidoscope binoculars

Inquiry Questions: 
Which flowers attract certain butterflies?
What are differences between how human and insect see?
Brainstorm the various qualities and techniques that flowers use to attract pollinators.

Materials:
Toilet paper rolls
Contact Paper
White Tissue Paper

Activity:
-Place small pieces of white tissue paper onto contact paper and attach to end of toilet paper roll 
(make 2)
- This activity mimics the two large compound eyes that honeybees have with their thousand of 
facets (see bee resources below)

In the Garden: 
- Take the binoculars and look at solid blocks of colour and mixed colours. Encourage them 

to think like a pollinator by analyzing the difference between looking at large blocks of 
colours and scattered or mixed colours. 

- What do you think is easier for students to see colour, when it is blocked together or when 
it is scattered?

- What can we do to make it easier for pollinators to find flowers in our garden?
Websites:

- Pollinator Flowers
- Gardens for Pollinators
- David Suzuki How to Attract Pollinators
- Bee Facts

https://www.loc.gov/everyday-mysteries/zoology/item/how-can-you-tell-the-difference-between-a-butterfly-and-a-moth/
https://vimeo.com/86540285
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/12-plants-entice-pollinators-your-garden
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/gardening
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/gardening
https://davidsuzuki.org/living-green/how-to-attract-pollinators/
https://davidsuzuki.org/living-green/how-to-attract-pollinators/
https://www.museumoftheearth.org/bees/biology
https://www.museumoftheearth.org/bees/biology


Cross Curricular IdeasTopics SPRING in the GARDEN

HoneyBee Study
Honey Activity:

- Taste different kinds of honey, Ask families if they could each send a tsp. Of honey for us 
to sample.

- Talk about the different forms that honey can come in (solid, on the comb, liquid, see Bee 
Resources below) 

- Read the Big Book of Bees: talk about queen, worker, drones, how they gather pollen) 
- Buy bee stuff (maybe PAC will pay?)

Water in the Garden STEM Activity: Create a Watering Basin

Materials:

- Bowls, basins, shallow cups ( terracotta drain trays underneath planters) 
- Marbles, river rocks, pebbles
- Paint and sealant but only the outside of the basin o the inside.

Local  Pollinator 
Resources

local beekeepers of Victoria (I have emailed asking about beekeepers 
who speak to schools)

capital region beekeepers

STEM Activity: How to make a bug trap

Make seed paper (I have the paper screens) 

Compost Activities See Soil Activities below

https://girlnextdoorhoney.com/the-shop/
https://girlnextdoorhoney.com/the-shop/
https://beespleasefarms.com/education/
https://capitalregionbeekeepers.ca/about/
https://blissfuldomestication.com/make-bug-trap/


Cross Curricular IdeasTopics SUMMER in the GARDEN

Harvesting Activities

Seed Saving Activities



What materials to bring 

from Colwood over to 

the garden?
Wagon full of school resources between Div 

5 & 6’s class



Notes from Megan Zeni Live It Podcast Episode

Westshore Wednesdays

● Start at shed after recess → Get Garden Wagon

i. Tools

ii. Gloves

iii. Watering Cans

iv. Pencils

v. Clipboards

vi. Magnifying glasses

- Ongoing communication for other classes ..”to do” in the garden list. 

● Build choice activities for the garden

● “Learning to-go kits”— kids choose what they’d like to do

○ Look closely: magnifying

○ Reading books

○ Learning pamphlets (ladybug, spiders etc)

○ Ring Cards

○ Measuring tool box? Measuring pages 

○ Weeding 

○ Bug hunts

○ Colour hunts

○ Sketching in Nature Journals



Westshore Garden Ideas from Westshore 

Staff and students



Westshore Garden

2022/23 School Year

GARDEN DESIGN

Develop all Beds along fence between tutorial and main Westshore building into lower 

maintenance Indigenous plant garden.

Turn two crumbling raised beds next to compost into a holding space for potted plants.

FALL/WINTER ACTIVITIES

Seed Saving: Harvest dry seeds. Look for seed that is almost rock hard, and difficult to dent 

with your fingernail. Collect seed in paper bags and label if known.

Winter Garden Bed Prep: Remove dead and dying plants and weeds from garden beds and 

mulch bare soil with a layer of compost (up to 2 inches thick) followed by leaves (up to 6 inches 

thick).

Transplanting Native Plants: Move all plants from large garden that will be removed.

Plant Garlic: Clear beds and spread 2 inches of compost on top. Plant garlic in rows that are 

10-12 inches apart, with garlic bulbs planted 5-6 inches apart in these rows.

Transplanting Strawberries: Move all strawberries out of ground into raised beds and 

parent/staff home gardens.

Cut back dead raspbergh8790o-980

SPRING ACTIVITIES

Plant Vegetables and Flowers: Starting in February you can plant peas and continue through 

the spring with all veggie crops either from seed or transplant.

Weeding: All garden beds will need care.

Mason Bee Release: Get some cocoons and put up with nesting boxes.



Planning
Matthew Kemshaw support 

Attached is an activity I developed last year. There is a list of a bunch of the Indigenous 

plants in the garden on page 3. Of course there is also all the raspberries, apples, 

strawberries and vegetables.

Starting seeds in February is decent timing for some things. Here is a school garden crop 

planning guide from Farm to School BC - they're recommending planting a lot of stuff quite a 

bit later than I do. I plant peas in mid Feb, and all the greens outside starting March 1. You 

can start peppers, basil, herbs indoors right now up to March under lights.

https://matthewkemshaw.wordpress.com/school-gardens/

https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/school-gardens/

https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-

Chart.pdf

https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/grants/

Lessons document

https://farmtoschool.phabc.org/wp-content/

uploads/sites/3/2017/09/SPEC_July18_lesson_book.pdf

Lessons

- Worms

- Compost

- Photosynthesis 

- Leaves

- Shapes

- Flowers

- Pollinators 

- Insects

- Metamorphosis 

- Garden design 

https://matthewkemshaw.wordpress.com/school-gardens/
https://matthewkemshaw.wordpress.com/school-gardens/
https://matthewkemshaw.wordpress.com/school-gardens/
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/school-gardens/
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/school-gardens/
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/school-gardens/
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/Coastal-BC-Crop-Planning-Chart.pdf
https://farmtoschoolbc.ca/grants/
https://farmtoschool.phabc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2017/09/SPEC_July18_lesson_book.pdf
https://farmtoschool.phabc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2017/09/SPEC_July18_lesson_book.pdf
https://farmtoschool.phabc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2017/09/SPEC_July18_lesson_book.pdf
https://farmtoschool.phabc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2017/09/SPEC_July18_lesson_book.pdf


Westshore Indigenous Plant Garden Plant Selection Assignment

ABOUT THE GARDEN

We are working to develop an Indigenous plant garden to replace a couple of rows in our big vegetable garden. 

We are doing this for several reasons, including:

To add more plant and animal diversity to our garden, to make it more interesting for people and better habitat 

for animals;

To plant more perennial plants in the garden, which will require less annual maintenance;

To include more Indigenous plants in the garden, which can be integrated into learning in a variety of courses;

To create a small sanctuary space in the garden with larger shrubs, where students and staff can go to relax.

We have come up with a physical design for the space, and put down some gravel to define the pathways. There 

are essentially three garden areas in this design:

1. Food Plants

2. Medicine Plants

3. Art and Technology Plants

YOUR ASSIGNMENT

This assignment is to learn about the plants that would grow well in the four garden areas we have built (see 

complete list of plants on following page) and select the three that you are most interested in planting in each 

area of the garden (3 plants for 4 garden areas = 12 plants total).

Use the worksheet on the back of this page to record the plants you have selected.

In addition to the books and cards that have been provided for research, you may also wish to look at the 

following websites for information about these plants:

Plants for a Future – www.pfaf.org

E-Flora BC – www.eflora.bc.ca

Satinflower Nursery – www.satinflower.ca

On the following pages you will find a list of many of the plants that would be suitable for each of the four garden 

areas, as well as a base map plan of the Indigenous plant garden. 

http://www.pfaf.org
http://www.eflora.bc.ca
http://www.satinflower.ca




Indigenous Plant 

Garden



CLASSROOM PLANT -

Students will grow these plants 

in their classroom

ANIMAL -

Elder Earl will share stories 

about these animals

13 MOONS - (tied into 

each of his visits)

1 Sweet Pea ṮESIP/Licorice Ferns - tea 

garden

Eagle

2 Lavender (Hul'q'umi'num) 

quwuts/Coastal Sage - tea 

garden (or)

ȾEXȾEX/Stinging Nettles -tea 

garden

Deer

3 Sunflower TI,IȽĆ/Yerba Beuna - tea 

garden

Clam (*Johnny Claxton & 

clam digging)

4 Bluebell ṮELIḰEȽP/Yarrow (white) - tea 

garden

Robin

5 Alpha S₭ELÁLṈEW̱/Trailing 

Blackberry - tea garden

Crab

6 Beta TI,IȽĆ/Labrador Tea - tea 

garden

Raven

7 Gamma DIL¸EḰIȽĆ/Wild Strawberry -

tea garden

Salmon People

8 Delta KÁȾEȽĆ/Oceanspray -

SṈIDȻEȽ

Mosquito

9 Kappa DEḰEṈIȽĆ/Thimbleberry -

SṈIDȻEȽ

Seagull

10 Lambda ELILE¸IȽĆ/Salmonberry -

SṈIDȻEȽ

Swainson’s Thrush

11 Sigma ḰȽO¸EL/Camas & 

ĆEṈ¸IȽĆ/Garry Oak -

SṈIDȻEȽ

Orca

12 Omega SXE̱SEMIȽĆ/Soapberry -

SṈIDȻEȽ (or)

SȾÁ¸ḴEN/Cattails - SṈIDȻEȽ

Wolf

Shared resources

Other plants that Elder Earl would like to try planting in SṈIDȻEȽ: all the berry plants, trees (SḰOṈEȽĆ/Alder), DḴÁ¸IȽĆ/Salal, 

KEXMIN/Indian Consumption Plant?, SO¸E₭/Cow Parsnip?, Vanilla Leaf?, Springbank Clover (?), SENI¸IȽĆ/Oregon Grape, 

Pearly Everlasting (Tea)



Indigenous Plant Planning

Division Plant Notes

1

2

3

4

5 

6

7

8

9

10

Additional:
- Camas transplanted by Div 5 & 6
- Oregon Grape already planted
- Flowering Red Currant already planted
- Snowberry already planted



Colwood’s Indigenous Plant Guide

Plant name:

SENĆOŦEN: 

SENĆOŦEN phonetic spelling: 

The traditional use is:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ Sketch Picture

Photo





Camas

Useful things to know:
● 7 years to bloom
● Blooms to make more seed 

and spread
● Takes 3 hours of steaming 

in a pitcook 
● It is part of a Garry Oak 

ecosystem

● Bulbs used and 
eaten like potatoes 

● Part of a healthy 
diet

● When cooked, soft 
like garlic

Learning with Elder Earl



Learning with Elder Earl

Cedar

● Most powerful plant
● Used to carve
● Totem poles, hats, clothing
● Masks for clans
● Bark- used for shade, clothing
● They are having a hard time with 

climate change
● Important to plant trees
● Woodpeckers love cedar
● Takes about 1 summer to carve an 

average canoe
○ Moved to longhouses in winter 

time
● Cedar stripping doesn’t hurt, 

grows back



Cedar Stripping Video

Cedar Bark Stripping Demonstration

Jeff Welch and Thor Gauti of the T'Sou-ke First Nation demonstrate cedar bark stripping technique at the Sooke Region Museum.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dwLspIONjA


13 Moons- Seasonal Round



Tea Garden and 

Pollinator Resources









● Lavenders: Bumblebees, carpenter bees, digger bees and 

large and small leafcutting bees collect the nectar of this 

evergreen shrub.

● Pacific or coast rhododendron: Larval host for brown elfin 

and gray hairstreak butterflies. Hummingbirds, bees and 

Western tiger swallowtails collect the nectar of this evergreen 

shrub. Native to the Pacific Northwest.

● Blueblossom: Larval host for pale swallowtail, California 

tortoiseshell and echo blue butterflies. Bumblebees, carpenter 

bees, honey bees, digger bees and a variety of small native 

bees collect the nectar of this evergreen shrub.

● Ocean spray: Larval host for spring azure, brown elfin and 

Lorquin's admiral butterflies. Bumblebees and a variety of 

small native bees collect the nectar of this deciduous shrub.

● Serviceberry: Hummingbirds, bees and butterflies collect the 

nectar of this deciduous shrub. Larval host for Weiddemeyer's 

admiral butterflies. Native to the Pacific Northwest.

● Russian sage: Honey bees, small carpenter bees and 

leafcutting bees collect the nectar of this perennial garden 

plant. The nectar also attracts hummingbirds.

● Red-flowering currant: Important nectar source for early-

season butterflies. Nectar also attracts hummingbirds. 

Perennial that is a native to the Pacific Northwest.

● Zinnias: A wide array of hummingbirds, butterflies and bees 

collect the nectar. Annual garden plant.

● Sunflower: Longhorn bees, sweat bees, leafcutting bees and 

bumblebees collect the pollen and nectar of this annual.

● Salal: Larval host for spring azure butterflies. Bees collect the 

nectar on this groundcover. Native to the Pacific Northwest.

● Catmint: Honey bees, bumblebees, carder bees and mason 

bees collect nectar and pollen from this perennial.

● Milkweed: Monarch butterflies collect nectar and pollen and 

lay their eggs on this perennial wildflower. Nectar also attracts 

hummingbirds. Native to the Pacific Northwest.

Pollinator Flowers



Garden Club 

Resources 



What was growing our 2022/2023 year

Broccolini
rainbow chard
Beans
snap peas
beets
lettuce
Indigenous plant garden (snow berries, flowering red 
currant, camas, oregon berry, Oso berries)

Strawberries
Raspberries x2
Blueberries X2

Apple tree
Fig tree
Asian pear
Oak tree
Potatoes
Kale
Rhubarb

Herbs
Mint

Chives

Sun flowers

Carrots



Sign Ideas













Future goal



Vegetable Resources













Colwood’s Plant Guide

Plant name:

Drawn Picture

plant growth









Teacher Information for 

Planting
Spinach, Peas, Beans, and Potatoes





























Garden Inquiry Booklet



Garden

Garden



I wonder

I wonder





Indigenous Perspectives

Indigenous Perspectives



Epic Reading App
I can record something new I learned.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Epic Reading App
I can record something new I learned.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________



3 New Words I have Learned

1. ______________________:    ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________:    ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________:    ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3 New Words I have Learned

1. ______________________:    ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________:    ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________:    ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________



STEM Challenge

STEM Challenge





Water Cycle Resources





What is the Water Cycle?Click me to find out

What is 
the 

Water 
Cycle?

Click me to find 
out

Click on 
the 

arrows 
for 

activities 
and 

songs!

Click here to find the water cycle to cut and color

Click here to find the 
water cycle to cut and 
color

Click on 
me to go 
back to 

the 
classroom

!

https://youtu.be/R0K7VKkksyc
https://youtu.be/gBbFxl6Oy94
https://youtu.be/FmTh0ECGPCY
https://safeshare.tv/x/ss5f24b38762073
https://vimeo.com/174382047
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GKdsfIRitGt7s_0E0GeeRceFZEn6_9Tc/view?usp=sharing












































Fungi Resources











Soil and Decomposer 

Resources

























Soil Colours

And What Minerals They Have

Dark Brown: More organic matter

Red and Yellow: Iron

White: Calcium

Black: Magnesium, sulfur and nitrogen

Grey: acidic, waterlogged 

What is the difference between humus and organic 

matter? Organic matter is the raw material and 

humus is the rich, dark, crumbly finished product.

























Decomposer: Snail Diagram



The Difference between Green and Brown Matter 









Producers, Consumers, and Decomposers

Made with Explain Everything

Producers, Consumers, and Decomposers 

Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPqtwDxqj1g


Valuing the Garden Ecosystem Game











Worm Resources







































Seed Resource



Growing Beans Time Lapse

Subscribe http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiL9l2J57t5OG2aZ0huswZw?sub_confirmation=1
Follow us on instagram: https://www.instagram.com/Boxlapsefilms/

Bean grow off! who will prevail?

One of the beans unfortunately didn't make it even though it started to sprout. 

Stay tuned and subscribe for more videos!
New video every Thursday

Time Lapses, Macro and Other cool stuff

Time Lapse of Beans Sprouting 

Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3RiWa-vmJI


































Plant Resources



































Flower Diagram





How Flowers Pollinate 



Spider Resources

spider facts

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VTmCj32aLDOIFOVQgr2dkTNc-AEOhr5o4ZLlTpTa_gE/edit?usp=sharing




Parts of a Spider





Spider Anatomy



Name:________________________

Record your learning with pictures and words.



Yellow Garden Spider

Wolf Spider

Black Widow Spider



Woodlouse Spider

Cross Orb Weaver

Brown Recluse



Similarities between Insects and Spiders



Predator vs. Prey 

Resources





Predator and. Prey Images









Predator vs. Prey Game

Instructions:

1. Laminate your game tags so they can be reused many times. Animal tags can be laminated and taped 

on or put in convention tag holders for protection and easy use (available at office supply stores).

2. Assign each of your students an animal from the list in the game to learn about. They can draw them 

and find out what they eat.

3. Take the kids out to the school sports field or gym.  Each child takes on an animal identity when they 

put on their tag. They can stand in a circle and each tell who they are and what they eat. The “what do I 

eat?” list below can help you there. Plant tags are for teachers and volunteers to wear so they can 

supervise and still take part in the game (and be eaten).

4. Explain that they can chase their prey and tag them, saying I EAT YOU! Emphasize here that they are 

not to hit, bite or push. Just tag.

5. When they are all ready, say: GO EAT!  After about 10 - 15 minutes they can report how many prey 

they “caught.”

6. Then they should switch tags with another student. If they were a predator, they should play a prey to 

see how it feels to be the other side of the hunt.

This activity is meant to familiarize kids with what animals eat and how they are interdependent in a food 

web. It has the added benefit of getting the kids outside and moving.

What Do I Eat?

mouse — grass, plants, mushrooms, berries

deer — grass, plants, mushrooms, berries

grasshopper — grass, plants, berries 

rabbit — grass, plants, mushrooms, berries, tree buds

chipmunk — grass, plants, mushrooms, berries, nuts and cones











Beneficial Vs. Non 

Beneficial Insects



Non Beneficial Insects











Praying Mantis 

Resource











Anatomy of a Praying Mantis











Stages of a Praying Mantis Molting



Ladybug Resources



Se

Seven Spotted Ladybug Native to BC



Asian Lady 

Beetle 
Invasive to BC

Ladybug 

Larva



Lifecycle of the Ladybug























Bee Resources
Bees of Western Canada Field Guide

Bumble Bee Field Guide

https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/12-053_01_Western_BB_guide.pdf
https://xerces.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/17-009_03_XercesSoc_BumbleBeePocketID_Bombus-affinis_web.pdf
































Record your learning with pictures and words



Mason Bee



Leafcutter Bee



Bumblebee



Honeybee



Various Stages of the Larva

Bee Pollen



Honey Comb

Beeswax



Pollen Sack



Wasp

Diagram of a 

Wasp



Bee’s compound eyes: Bees and hoverflies 
have two sets of eyes – compound eyes and 
simple eyes. The compound eyes are the big, 
noticeable eyes at the side of the insect's head, 
and they're made up of lots of tiny photoreceptor 
cells (light detecting organs) 



Bee Eyes

























Frog Resources



Life Cycle of a Frog

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.





Frogs and Toads of BC

https://fraservalleyconservancy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/FrogsToads.pdf


Tree Frog 



Western Toad













Butterfly Resources

















Monarch Caterpillar

Monarch

Butterfly



Painted Lady Butterfly

Painted 

Lady 
Caterpillar



Swallowtail caterpillar and butterfly



Pollinator Flowers

Chives

Echinacea



Milkweed

Monarch Butterflies favourite nectar source



Fireweed























Moths Vs. Butterflies





Butterfly vs. Moth



Moths found in British Columbia



More Moths Found in BC







Hummingbird 

Resources





Rufous Hummingbird: Indigenous to Vancouver Island 



Anna Hummingbird: Invasive to BC



Ideal flower shape for Hummingbirds





Lichen gathered to make hummingbird nest



Hummingbirds 

favourite flowers



Crocosmia non-native but great pollinator 

flower  (bottom image)



Animal Tracks











Bird Activities











When Do Birds Migrate?



Robin 

Nuthatch 

Common Birds of British Columbia that do 

not migrate



Chickadee

Sparrow



Pileated Woodpecker

Downy 

Woodpecker



Red Finch 

Flicker



Red Winged Blackbird



Blue Heron

Bald Eagle



Red tailed hawk

Peregrine 

Falcon 



Raven

Crow





How to Identify 

Weeds



How can we learn to identify weeds 
we want to remove and plants we 

want to keep safe to grow?

Parsley



What is a weed? How can we know? ASK!

Strawberry 

plants



Job Cards



Raking 
Leaves

Raking 
Leaves

Raking 
Leaves

Raking 
Leaves

Raking 
Leaves

Raking 
Leaves

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds



Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Pulling
Weeds

Adult
Directed

Activity

Adult
Directed

Activity

Adult
Directed

Activity

Adult
Directed

Activity

Nature
Journaling

Nature
Journaling



Nature
Journaling

Nature
Journaling

Nature
Journaling

Nature
Journaling

Nature
Journaling

Nature
Journaling

Watering
Plants

Watering
Plants

Watering
Plants

Watering
Plants

Watering
Plants

Watering
Plants



Adult
Directed

Activity

Adult
Directed

Activity

Adult
Directed

Activity

Adult
Directed

Activity

Adult
Directed

Activity

Adult
Directed

Activity

Choice
Learning

Activity

Choice
Learning

Activity

Choice
Learning

Activity

Choice
Learning

Activity

Choice
Learning

Activity

Choice
Learning

Activity



Weeding Garden Beds

- Finding weeds that 
don’t belong in the 

garden beds
- Putting them in 

compost bin #3

Watering Plants

- Using hose to fill 
watering cans and 

water the plants
- Any plants in the 

greenhouse that 
might need watering

Raking

- Raking leaves all 
around the garden

- Putting them into big 
piles

- Moving the piles to 
Compost Bin #3

Choice Learning

- Reading a book
- Journaling

- Joining another job 
(raking, watering)

Adult Directed Task

- Speak to adult for a 
specific daily task

Nature Journals

- Sketch
- Draw the garden

- Label
- Measure
- Colour
- Journal 

thoughts/feelings

Gardening Job Descriptions



Take home slip for Garden Harvest Party



Garden Harvest! 

We are harvesting lettuce on Tuesday!
We will be having a salad lunch 

Tuesday May 30th.

Please bring in a small portion of a salad topping. Please choose anything that you have 
at home to feed 4-5 people only. Please have it already chopped/shredded/grated.

With 44 students bringing something in, we will have lots! 

Here are some ideas: 

● Peppers
● Tomato 
● Cucumber
● Carrot 
● Quinoa 

● Shredded/grated Cheese
● Feta cheese
● Radish 
● Strawberry 
● Blueberries

● Dressing
● Seeds (no peanuts)
● Dried fruit
● Croutons
● Bacon bits
● Other crispy bits 
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Ice Breaker Games



Ice Breaker Games

Greetings

Daily 
Greetings

Stand/sit in 
a Circle

“Every morning, we are going to greet each other in a friendly and 
respectful way.” 
● Students need to look at each other. 
● friendly tone, body language,

Ball Toss After their greeting, child rolls/bounce/throwing ball to someone 
else. Game ends when ball is returned to the original person. 
Extension: do this again without talking and following the same 
pattern

Knock Knock First greeter turns to her left and pretend to knock on the door. 
Teaches students last names. Knock Knock, 

Who’s there? Maya, Maya who? Maya Gonzales, Good Morning Mya 
Gonzales!

Popsicle Student grabs popsicle and greets the name on the popsicle. 
Greeting ends with last child greeting the first child.

Math Match 
Card 

Math equations on one card and the answer on a different card. 
Each child is given one card. Mix and mingle to find your better half. 
Matched cards give each other a friendly greeting and sit down. 
Each group shares their equation. 

Adjective Greet with an adjective before their first name ex/ Hello, I’m 
energetic Eva!

Spider Web Ball of yarn, toss to someone across the circle. The person who 
catches it holds on to some before throwing it to the next person. 
To undo the web students reverse the order. 

Snowball Everyone writes their name onto a scrap piece of paper and then 
scrunches it up and throws it into the center of the circle. Student 
who starts picks up a ball of paper, reads the name and then walks 
up to that person and greets them.
Extension: Recrumple and throw back into the circle. draw a 
second name and then respectfully observes that person all day. 
At closing circle they say something nice they noticed about them 
during the day. 

Marbles Each student gets three marbles. When the teacher says “Go” 
students mingle. Every third person that a student greets gets a 
marble. Give all three marbles away then sit down. Use 3 cards 
with students name on it instead of marbles…think of new name 



Ice Breaker Games

Beginning of 
the year
Clapping 
Names

Children clap out the number of syllables in each child’s first name 
while everyone chants the name together. Go around in a circle 
until everyone has gone. 

A Warm 
Wind Blows

Chairs around the circle, one less chair than students(use knee 
pads in the garden). Student without a chair stands in the center. 
They say “A warm wind blows for anyone who_____” 
Categories should be brainstormed onto an anchor chart. 
Interests, hoodies, family rather than clothes or appearance. Move 
chairs if it applies to you

Cooper Says The same as Simon Says but no one is out if they make a mistake. 
Student only follow the instruction if it begins with Cooper says. Try 
getting fast at it. 

Hot and Cold One child goes into the hallway. The teacher hides  the class 
cougar. Class gives hot and cold signs to help the child in the 
hallway find the class cougar. 

Nonverball 
Birthday 
lineup

Students line up according to their month and day of birth without 
talking. Respectful expressions and body language. 
Other nonverbal lineup ideas??
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