
Welcome 
Welcome to our first annual Mini Music Educator Conference for 
the lower island!  We thought it would be a great opportunity for 
all of us to meet, learn, and share resources with each other.    

Thank  you  so  much  to  our  sponsors  to  Buffet  Crampon,  BC 
Kodaly  Society,  Tapestry  Music,  Long  and  McQuade,  and 
BCMEA.  With their support, were were able to bring in quality 
clinicians to work with us!  We are very excited to bring these 
opportunities to you!

We  hope  you  are  able  to  learn  and  feel  rejuvenated  in  our 
demanding jobs as music teachers.

Your Mini Conference Coordinators,

Cindy Romphf (SD 61) and Mandart Chan (SD 62)
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Schedule 
8:30 - 9:00  Coffee and Muffins 

9:00 - 10:20  LSA Meetings 

10:30 - 12:00  Session 1 

• Sweating the BIG Stuff: Brass 
Essentials    Scott Watson 
Sponsored by Buffet Crampon and 
Long and McQuade 

• Choral Conducting              
Dr. Elizabeth McIsaac 
Sponsored by BCMEA 

• Orchestra Finale Planning 

12:00 - 1:00  LUNCH 
Sponsored by Tapestry Music 

1:00 - 2:30  Session 2 

• Are You Looking At Me?: 
Conducting Tips from the 
Back Row  Scott Watson 
Sponsored by Buffet Crampon 
and Long and McQuade 

• The Inclusive Music 
Classroom                 
Andrea Cave-De Vries 
Sponsored by BC Kodaly Society 

• String Orchestra Reading 
Session 

3:00 - 4:30   Music Educator 
Instrumental Ensembles
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Sweating the BIG Stuff: Brass Essentials - Band Room 

Scott Watson - Sponsored by Buffet Crampon and Long and McQuade 

Scott Watson's unique plan for brass performance that teaches students to play naturally, without 
tension, and with a great sound by the stressing of the most simple, yet effective aspects of brass 
pedagogy. He has used this plan in his 40 years of teaching, producing legions of top-flight 
professionals, successful educators and pedagogues. The approach makes use of the latest 
research on how we learn and how students are inspired to love playing their instrument.  

Choral Conducting  - Choir Room 

Dr. Elizabeth McIsaac - Sponsored by BCMEA 

This session is to first touch base with our own love of choral music, of singing. To replenish 
ourselves with the reminder of our gifts, of our heart connection to the music and the 
wonderment. To offer some unusual ways of music-making which some may not yet have run 
across. To talk about empathic work in warm-ups and lessons and how to accomplish that using 
One on Ones, a common vocabulary, a bit of Laban technique. Finally, remembering to bring in 
the idea of brain engagement to our rehearsal process to make it more engaging. 

Dr. McIsaac will be working with the teachers themselves. Teachers will be needed create a lab 
choir, to work and sing and play with one another in our search for rekindling of our inner fire 
and replenishment for our teaching energy during this morning together! 

Orchestra Finale Planning - Strings Room 

This is a planning meeting to organize the SD 61 Orchestra Finale Event happening on 
Wednesday, May 20th, 2020.  This includes selecting repertoire, delegating tasks, and 
organizing equipment.  This session is open to all SD 61 Strings Teachers. 

Lunch will be served in the Library. Thank you to Tapestry Music for Sponsoring our lunch for 
today! 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Session 1      10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Lunch      12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.



Are You Looking At Me?: Conducting Tips from the Back Row - Band Room 

Scott Watson - Sponsored by Buffet Crampon and Long and McQuade 

A long-time performer's take on the art of conducting on what performers really need, no matter 
their age. Using wind band repertoire examples, we will demonstrate many pitfalls of even more 
experienced conductors, stressing how to think from a standpoint of what musicians (students) 
desire in terms of what they see from their conductor. 

The Inclusive Music Classroom - Choir Room 

Andrea Cave-De Vries - Sponsored by Kodaly Society of British Columbia 

Join Andrea de Vries, Music Therapist specializing in pre-K to Gr. 7 for a discussion on adapting 
music to diverse learning needs, collaborating with EAs, and finding the best resources for 
further information and support. 

String Orchestra Reading Clinic - Strings Room 

String Orchestra teachers will come together to share and read through repertoire of all grade 
levels. Please bring one or two pieces you would like to share and your instrument to help us 
read through this great music. Your participation is greatly appreciated! 
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Session 2      1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.



 

�4

Dr. Elizabeth MacIsaac 
Elizabeth is the founder and Artistic Director of Ensemble Laude. Dr. Elizabeth MacIsaac has directed choirs 
of all ages in Canada, France and the United States. MacIsaac lived in Europe for many years, studying, 
performing and teaching music. Upon her return to Canada, MacIsaac joined the faculty of the Victoria 
Conservatory of Music in British Columbia. Artistic Director since 1999 of the Canadian women’s choir 
Ensemble Laude, the ensemble has garnered many awards at competitions held across Canada. The 
auditioned ensemble blends seasoned soloists with amateur vocalists and is inclusive of women of all ages 
and skill levels.  MacIsaac’s mission with all groups she directs, is to build community; both within the 
ensemble and in outreach to youth and audience alike. 

Dr. MacIsaac recently completed her Doctorate of Musical Arts at the University of Washington in Seattle 
(2018), graduating summa cum laude. Deeply involved in both the local and international choral 
communities, she travels widely to direct workshops and participate in the choral arts. Most recently, 
MacIsaac presented and performed her dissertation transcriptions of motets from the Ursuline Archives of 
Quebec with noted Canadian soprano Suzie LeBlanc for the Orford Chamber Music Festival, Quebec, and at 
the Ursuline monastery of origin in Quebec City. MacIsaac’s dissertation research re-discovered lost and 
historically significant choral Baroque repertoire recognized to be Canada’s first Baroque polyphony. 
MacIsaac has presented papers, conducted choirs and performed as soloist across the globe (Wales, France, 
Hungary, England, Ireland, Germany, the USA and Newfoundland). Amongst several awards for her choral 
work and research, MacIsaac has received two distinctions from the BC Choral Federation: most recently the 
Amy Ferguson Award (2017) for outstanding choral direction fostering excellence in superior vocal practice. 
This summer, she will travel to France to conduct several of her arrangements at the Choralies Festival, in 
Vaison-la-Romaine.

Andrea Cave-De Vries  
BMT, MTA, CB-MT 
Andrea Cave-De Vries has always enjoyed interacting with people of all ages and backgrounds. Her 
interest in psychology, wellness, and music led her to pursue training in the field of music therapy. 
Andrea studied at Camosun College before transferring to Capilano University where she completed an 
Honours Bachelor of Music Therapy degree in September 2013. During practicum placements, Andrea 
worked with patients with cancer, geriatrics with dementia, and children with various special needs. 
Her internship at the VCM, under Dr. Johanne Brodeur, included work on-site and within the 
community. 

Andrea continues to provide supportive music therapy for children with autism, developmental, 
physical, and learning disabilities. In addition, she continues some work with adults and seniors in 
community care facilities. Andrea believe’s in the importance of a multidisciplinary team approach for a 
child’s growth, learning, development, and overall care. Since the summer of 2014, Andrea has 
facilitated the VCM’s music therapy summer camps and collaborated with speech language pathologists, 
occupational therapists, and physical literacy instructors. 

Andrea also has many years of experience teaching early childhood music classes in community 
daycares and preschools. She enjoys teaching young children music while guiding them to express, 
explore, imagine, and play with others. Currently,  Andrea teaches a Families Making Music class at the 
VCM.  Andrea uses a variety of instruments in her work including voice, violin, guitar, piano, ukulele, 
percussion, and technology based instruments.

Clinician Biographies
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Scott Watson 
Professor of Tuba and Euphonium, University of Kansas 

M.M. University of Kansas; B.M.E. College Conservatory of Music, University of 
Cincinnati. Scott Watson is now in his 30th year at the University of Kansas, an 
association that dates back to 1979. His solo efforts can be heard on both his 
“Stepping Stones, Volume I on Potenza Records”, as well as on the Kansas Brass 
Quintet CD titled “Rare Breeds & Dog-Eared Classics.” A new Solo CD titled 
“Thoughts of a Cow” will be released in January of 2010. Watson is known throughout 
the country as a master teacher, having legions of former students holding major 
positions in the top military bands, college-university positions, and prestigious public 
school positions across the country. Scott was elected and served as President of the 
International Tuba Euphonium Association from 1999-2001 and currently serves on 
their Board of Directors as Past President.  

As Professor of Tuba-Euphonium at the University of Kansas he is an acclaimed soloist, 
clinician, and chamber musician. Scott has concertized all over the world with 
composers such as James Barnes, Walter Hartley, Elliot Schwartz, Igor Rekhin, and 
Charles Hoag all composing works especially for his talents. In 2009, Scott will release 
a second Solo CD on Potenza Records of serious solo repertoire for the tuba.Scott 
regularly performs with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, is a member of the Infinity 
Brass Quintet of the Martha’s Vineyard Chamber Music Festival, the Kansas City 
Brassworks, and the North American and US Open champions Fountain City Brass 
Band of Kansas City where he is Principal Contrabass Tuba. Along with Winston Morris 
he is Co-Artistic Director of one of music’s most unusual ensemble-the acclaimed 
tuba-euphonium chamber orchestra SYMPHONIA, which has released three 
recordings on Mark Records. His career has seen performances with such groups and 
individuals as the Brevard Music Center Festival Orchestra, Kansas City Symphony, 
Kansas City Symphony Brass Quintet, the Crested Butte Music Festival Orchestra, 
Dizzy Gillespie, the Jack Daniels Silver Cornet Band, the Chestnut Brass Company, the 
New American Tuba Quartet, in addition to countless shows, performances and other 
free lance work. 

Scott is also on the faculty of the Midwestern Music Academy each summer and has 
served on the faculties of the Brevard Music Center, the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City, and Baker University. At KU he is the proud director of the KU Tuba-Euphonium 
Consort. Scott Watson is an Artist/Clinician for Besson Tubas Sovereign BE981.


