
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
As part of the NOII district collaborative inquiry initiative, we decided to choose a book that would 
further develop our understanding of inquiry and experiential learning. One of our team members had 
already bought this book and we all decided that it would be a good anchor for our book club.  
>  
> We liked that it is written by both a kindergarten and high school level teacher, which we thought 
would give us a good breadth and cross curricular scope of the inquiry process. The teachers involved in 
the book club spanned K-5, and a teacher librarian. We wanted to solid foundation for leading the 
children through the inquiry process. Our hope is that we can practice this method in our own 
classrooms and then share what we’ve learned with our colleagues.  
>  
> The book addresses topics like the inquiry cycle, inquiry-based learning, types of inquiry, the role of 
questioning and  public displays of understanding. The chapters in the book lay out the inquiry process 
in a step-by-step manner, with useful examples and infographs to further provide background 
knowledge and connections. One aspect in particular we enjoyed was the four pillars of inquiry, so even 
teachers familiar with the inquiry process can find something new. The pillars are: explore a passion, aim 
for a goal, delve into your curiosities, and take on a challenge.  
>  
>  
> All of us took something different from each of the chapters, and when we shared this it deepened our 
overall learning. For some of us it was the set up and the process, and for others it was the product and 
the resources. There were useful activities to try at the end of each chapter which made the process of 
adopting inquiry less overwhelming.  
>  
> Our only wish for the book would be further information on assessment and checking in on the 
success of an inquiry. We wonder what might the process be if an inquiry goes awry, and how to get it 
back on track or when to abandon and redirect.  
>  
> We would recommend this book for any teacher interested in bringing inquiry into their classrooms, 
across all grades. Overall, as the cover says, we loved that it supports us to nurture the dreams, wonders 
and curiosities of our youngest learners and beyond. We feel this will help kids become life long learners 
and give them the tools they need to be 21st century learners that can discover, develop and delve into 
their deepest questions.  
 


