
Book Club Review: Soutenir les lecteurs en langue seconde: 
enseignement et interventions en lecture 
 
What We Liked 
The plethora of graphic organizers and activities that come with the book offer a lot of practical 
support for teachers who are working to support young and struggling readers in French. These 
strategies can be employed for any struggling reader but the material is all presented in French so it 
requires no translation. The worksheets, activities, and graphic organizers come in a folder of loose 
sheets for easy photocopying. One teacher at our school has used some of these activities as TTOC 
plans for her support classes. Another found it quite useful for tutoring her younger neighbor. 
 
What We Didn’t Like 
The materials and activities were mostly aimed towards younger student interests and strategies that 
appeal to younger kids. This which wasn’t evident when first looking at the book 
 
Things to Consider 
We want to be leaders in our school and we want to have interactive tools to offer our colleagues to 
keep students engaged in reading and curb misconceptions about second language education. This book 
offers a lot of information regarding strategies for whole classes, small groups, and one-on-one.  
 
Who Can Make Use of this Book? 
While any teacher offering support for struggling readers will find some kind of use this book seems to 
be aimed towards primary school and younger middle school, though core-French learners have a lot of 
overlap as well. 
 
Summary 
This reference book is aimed at French as a second language teachers (core and immersion) who are 
looking for ways to support second language readers to help them become competent and confident 
readers. 

In addition to the chapters providing details of best teaching practices, the book offers a wide range of 
reading interventions. Five categories of interventions are presented:  

• Phonemic awareness 
• Phonetics 
• The development of fluency in reading 
• Enrichment of the vocabulary 
• The teaching of reading comprehension 

 
Access to Success was written by the same author and we have found that book to be quite insightful 
and useful when pitching inclusive strategies. 
 


