
Book Club Review: Exploring Curriculum By Lynn Fels 

and George Belliveau 

Things we liked 
Page 56 has an excellent diagram showing what fits under the umbrella of performative inquiry 
 
The section on designing Role Drama is probably the most useful an accessible section of the book for 
non-performance specialist teachers. Page 184 has a good illustration of a mind map to demonstrate be 
beginning process in an example about the politics of water. On page 197-202 there is a chart to aid the 
reader in seeing how the initial idea about designing a role drama on water diverged in to two different 
role dramas (Making a Movies, and Municipal Election.) 
 
 
Things we didn’t like 
It can be a bit of a jarring read going in and out from prose to poetry, academic to artistic which can 
sometimes pull the reader out of focus. We also would have preferred if we could p 
 
Things to consider 
Some interest and experience with theatre would be helpful as the authors do use a lot of performance 
jargon. The jargon is explained as it is used (for the most part) but the frequency and variety of 
performance specific vocabulary may make the book somewhat more of a challenge for teachers 
without this foundations in performance education. 
 
Who could make use of this book: 
This book would be suited best for someone who wants to take a deeper look as to the academic 
possibilities springing from performance.  
 
Summary 
 
Performative inquiry (teaching curriculum through independent and guided drama practice) offers 

exceptional opportunities for differentiation and hands-on engagement. Performative inquiry embraces 

performance as an action-space of exploration, reflection and learning. 

Performative inquiry offers educators and researchers the opportunity to make visible political, 

social, economic, cultural, communal, and individual injustices, conventions, expectations, 

presumptions, ambitions, hidden motivations, the unspoken, the not yet known. 

Performative inquiry may serve as an interruption, illuminating the complexities of an issue, a 

catalyst for personal agency and collective action. 

Performative inquiry invites us to be aware of the scripts and environments, which we perform 

and perform us. 

Performative inquiry invites us to reflect on what is, what has been, and what has yet to be 

imagined. 



Performative inquiry writes itself through performance or through performative writing, in ways 

that open us to new possibilities, new ways of being. 

The book was written by and SFU professor who is familiar with BC culture and curriculum so the 

guidance offered in the book is relevant to SD62 teachers. Dr. Fels and Dr. Belliveau build a solid 

framework for using performative inquiry, present role dramas that teachers can use (or adapt) to their 

classrooms, and the final part of the book is about evaluation and creation of role dramas (both student 

and teacher led.)  

 


