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Tapestry Conference 2019 

Friday February 15th 2019 

Register Online: https://tapestry.ourconference.ca  

 

All Day Workshops: 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM 

Teens on Nature: Practical guide to giving your students the gift of 
the outdoors 

A how to guide for Outdoor Education from: understanding the benefits, creating a climate of trust, risk 
management, trip planning and practical applications. In this workshop, I will be taking you on a short 
walk to a local park where we will put to practice some of my outdoor educational principles and 
lessons. You should wear comfortable clothing, dress for the weather and bring footwear you can hike 
in. You will leave a small goodie bag with helpful tools to set you up on your adventures. 

Dayna Christ-Rowling 

Dayna Christ-Rowling has been a proponent of Outdoor Education since she began teaching 25 years 
ago. She has formally be teaching Outdoor Education for the last 12 years. She has a passion for sharing 
the benefits of the outdoors with her students and would like to share how she does it with you. 

  

https://tapestry.ourconference.ca/
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Creating Cultures of Peace 

In line with the big ideas and core competencies of the revised curriculum, this interactive workshop 
provides resources for teachers and their students to create peaceful learning communities, and to 
discuss current global realities. Activities will incorporate the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, and discuss the effects of war and violence on children and youth. Lesson sequences will be 
provided and explored surrounding the Palestine-Israel Conflict, and Olympic Truce, which was recently 
revived by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to emphasize the role sport can play in building a 
more peaceful world.  

Rina Chawla 

BCTF Presenter 
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Friday Morning Workshops: 10:00 AM to 11:45 AM 

ADST Woodworking in the Elementary Classroom (K-3) 

Peter Farkas, B.Ed. from Vancouver Island's own "The Elementary Woodshop" teaches you how to teach 
woodworking while working through a cross-curricular workbook.  Participants in the Primary Teacher 
workshop will build a locomotive. Everything is supplied for a fun and valuable lesson that will build 
confidence in woodworking with your students. Numerous lessons are reviewed such as drafting, 
materials technology, Aboriginal perspectives and knowledge relating to the project, and even an 
introduction to trade careers.  Each workshop is limited to 24 participants.  

Peter Farkas 

Peter Farkas, B.Ed., a retired woodworking teacher, brings woodworking to the elementary classroom 
with woodworking kits and accompanying cross-curricular workbooks.  Peter has experience teaching 
high school, managing a hospital therapeutic woodworking program and a woodworking program for 
developmentally challenged adults. Peter has developed a K-7 ADST woodworking program for teachers 
with no woodworking experience.  The woodworking kits include everything to build the projects; pre-cut, 
pre-drilled wood pieces, sanding blocks and sandpaper, nails/screws and glue where required. Illustrated 
assembly instructions are thorough and easy to follow; workbooks contain lessons in subjects such as 
drafting, math, materials technology, science and Aboriginal perspectives and knowledge related to the 
woodworking project. The grade 6 and 7 workbooks include a component in entrepreneurship and there 
is a focus on introducing students to trade careers.  Peter is delighted to see teachers gain confidence in 
teaching woodworking in the classroom and see the outcome for students as they develop important 
skills.  To learn more about this woodworking program visit    www.theelementarywoodshop.ca    
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Band Instrument Repair & Maintenance Clinic for Band Teachers 

Tom Lee Music Victoria is offering a Band Instrument Repair & Maintenance Clinic for Elementary, 
Middle & Secondary School Band Teachers in Greater Victoria. The clinic will cover common 
maintenance and repair issues with the main band instruments with a focus on ‘running repairs’, or 
quick repairs that educators can do in a few minutes to keep the instruments running until student is 
able to bring them to a repair shop. 

Session will start with a demonstration followed by a hands on component where the participants will 
repair 4 different instruments. 

Participants are not required to bring any supplies other than for note taking. Instruments and tools will 
be supplied by Tom Lee Music. 

The session will accept a maximum of 10 participants per session. (This maximum ensures each 
participant gets the most of the clinic and has plenty of time for hands on learning.) 

Howard Lee 

Howard Lee - Head Band Instrument Repair TechnicianHead Repair Technician, Howard Lee, has over 15 
years experience repairing musical instruments. He graduated "with distinction" and as Class 
Valedictorian from Keyano College where he apprenticed under Master Technician, Michael 
Durocher.Howard is a certified Jupiter Instrument repair technician, certified Yamaha Wind Instrument 
repair technician and is a member of NAPBIRT (National Association of Professional Instrument Repair 
Technicians). 

Alexia Melnychuk 

Alexia Melnychuk is the Educational Representative for Tom Lee Music in Victoria and is very excited 
about offering this workshop at Tapestry 2019. She will be on-hand to assist Howard during the 
workshop.  
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BC Digital Classroom – Beyond Databases (3-7) 

ERAC’s Updated BC Digital Classroom is a core collection of digital resources (over 25 online databases) 
that most districts have licensed.  The collection has been updated to provide resources that are truly 3 – 
7 in nature.  Join in an overview of the tools included and examples of how they can be integrated into 
meaningful learning opportunities aligned with the Big Ideas in the revised BC Curriculum.  The digital 
resources provide a variety of tools to differentiate content and access to age appropriate content 
through lexile searching, voice to text, extensive images and video.  These resources are available for 
*free* for teachers and students in your School District and for home use.  Access readily available for 
through School District and ERAC websites. 

ERAC Instructor 

Mike Silverton 

Presenter will be from ERAC's Professional Learning Team. 
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Co-Teaching to Support and Enhance Student Learning in the French 
Immersion Classroom 

This workshop will be divided in four parts. In the first part, we will present a general introduction to co-
teaching and propose a working definition of what it is (and is not). We will then consider why co-
teaching can be a valuable opportunity to support and enhance student learning in the inclusive 
classroom, and why it is particularly suited for French Immersion instruction. Having discussed the what 
and why, we will turn to how co-teaching works and present a number of specific organisational and 
teaching strategies that teachers can use in their classrooms. Finally, we will look at actual classroom 
experiences and their lesson plans where co-teaching was implemented successfully to maximize 
student learning opportunities and outcomes. Handouts and workshop will be in French. 

Jeanne Humphries 

Jeanne Humphries is a French Immersion teacher in the Greater Victoria School District with classroom 
experience at all levels of education (elementary to university). Currently she is involved in teacher 
mentoring, and team leadership and collaboration. She is also developing curriculum content and 
assessment practices that best support French Immersion students’ learning needs. Jeanne is a 
representative from the GVTA on the District French Advisory Committee.       

Tonya Winton 

Tonya Winton is a French Immersion Inclusive Education teacher in the Greater Victoria School District 
with classroom experience in elementary, middle and high school.  She is involved in team leadership, and 
extensive push-in collaborative teaching within the general education classroom. She is currently 
assessing and adapting teaching practises to accommodate all learners (push-in vs. pull-out models). 
 Tonya is an executive member of the Association des professeurs d’immersion de Victoria (APIV). 
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Computational Thinking Across the Curriculum 

Explore ways of integrating computational thinking across several content areas. In this workshop, you 
will engage in hands-on activities that use technology to demonstrate how this problem-solving strategy 
can be applied in subjects such as language arts, physical education, science, and math.  

Science World 

Science World BC is committed to supporting STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Design, 
and Math) teaching and learning throughout the province. 
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Designing Secondary Social Studies Courses: Approaches to the 
Revised Curriculum 

This workshop will focus on approaches to the teaching and assessment of Social Studies curriculum. Engaging 
students, developing creative ideas and critical thinking, are among but a few critical approaches to teaching 
Social Studies. As well, it’s important to consider just what it is we aim to achieve in teaching Social Studies and 
what we’re looking for while assessing students in Social Studies. More to the point, what should this look like – 
what does this look like? 

New curriculum competencies and content are upon educators in British Columbia. It’s time to make sense of the 
revised curriculum, our teaching practice, the ‘big ideas,’ constructing our own narratives, and what assessing 
student works in this new era of education in BC really means. Exemplars, rubrics and ‘other’ approaches to new 
course developments in the secondary Social Studies curriculum will be demonstrated and provided to 

participants. Those courses include Social Studies 9/10, 20
th

 Century History 11/12, Comparative Cultures 11/12 
and Human Geography 11/12 and Social Studies 11 Explorations. 

Scott Campbell 

Scott Campbell is a Social Studies teacher at Reynolds Secondary School. He has taught just about every Social 
Studies course in the canon a teacher at the secondary school level possibly can. Additionally, as part of a 
progressive department of Social Studies educators at Reynolds, he has seen through the establishment of new 
courses that align with the revised curriculum. Not yet a veteran, though not nearly the animated personality he 
once was (there are very young children on the home front….), Scott has been fortunate to learn from a great 
many students and educators from varied schools and programs across the Greater Victoria School District since he 
began teaching in 2005. He keeps it real, most days. 
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Enhancing literacy instruction: leveraging small group instruction 

Small group work is one of the best opportunities for differentiated instruction. Too often, though, I 
found my own small group work was done on the fly, and thus, was not as purposeful or as effective as it 
could have been. Then I began to make small group work a focus of not only my lessons, but also my 
planning. This session will shift attendees' thinking from "small group work" towards "strategy mini-
lessons" that are planned, purposeful, data-based, and supported by exemplars and mentor texts. My 
goal is for teachers to leave the session with concrete tools and strategies that they can begin 
implementing right away in order to improve student learning. Come learn how you can make small 
group work the cornerstone of your literacy instruction. 

Andreas Clesle 

Andreas has been an elementary homeroom teacher for six years in Toronto, Myanmar, and Colombia, 
and is in his first year as an ELL teacher in Saanich. Andreas believes strongly in differentiated instruction 
and has found small group work to be one of the most effective and often overlooked avenues for 
creating an inclusive classroom. As a novice teacher, teaching literacy scared the bejeezus out of him, but 
now it has become a passion. He has received extensive training from the Columbia University Teacher's 
College Reading and Writing Project, and has previously presented to teachers on the topics of 
differentiation, technology, writing strategies, and collaborative teacher teams. 
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Exploring Indigenous Children's Literature 

Are you amazed by the growing genre of Indigenous Children’s Books, but unsure which ones to use in 
your classroom?  This interactive workshop will strengthen your knowledge of Indigenous ways of 
knowing and being, colonial history, and the current movement toward truth and reconciliation.  You 
will explore Indigenous approaches to education; become familiar with sub-genres of the literature, 
contemporary Indigenous authors and illustrators; and have an opportunity to look through a selection 
of the newest and the best titles.   Leave the workshop with the confidence to select authentic and 
appropriate books for the K-7 curriculum, and a deeper understanding of how they can enrich learning. 

Alison Gear 

Alison is an educator, children's author, and speaker of settler ancestry.  She spent twenty years on Haida 
Gwaii where she worked as an Early Learning Coordinator for School District No. 50.   Her MA in 
Language and Literacy Education from UBC focussed on the collaborative development of early learning 
curricula founded on Indigenous knowledge.   Her latest book, Taan's Moons, was a selected title for the 
First Nations Communities Read Program and has been distributed throughout BC as part of the 
Welcome to Kindergarten Program for the past three years.    
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Get Outside and Learn! (K-3) 

Sierra Club BC’s Education Team has been facilitating environmental education workshops for K-8 
students across the province for more than  20 years. Our hands-on, curriculum-linked workshops give 
students the opportunity to learn about, and connect with, the natural environment. Informed by our 
collaborations with Indigenous partners, our programs strive to weave together reconciliation and 
nature connection. In this workshop, we will discuss: the benefits of spending time outside, conducting a 
risk-benefit assessment, building a routine to take your students outdoors, and connections to 
the science curriculum. Teachers will then have the opportunity to head outside and participate in 
hands-on, nature-based activities that they can do with their students. 

Kirsten Dallimore 

Kirsten has worked as an Environmental Educator at Sierra Club BC for the past five years. She holds 
degrees in Environmental Studies and Primary/Junior Education, and a Certificate in Ecological 
Education. Learning and teaching about how to connect deeper with nature and gain a sense of place on 
this earth based on Traditional Ecological knowledge is her passion. 

Amira Maddison 

Amira is a bilingual Environmental Educator and has worked with Sierra Club BC over the past three 
school years. She holds an Interdisciplinary Degree from Thompson Rivers University, where she focused 
on methods of evaluating experiential education programs. Amira loves working with children and seeing 
growth and excitement that new experiences can bring. 
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Inspiring the Uninspired - How do we get ALL kids to like PE 

A lot of students are expressing a severe dislike for Physical Education because they feel like they are 
graded on their "ability to play sports". However, this is not the case, and the new curriculum opens the 
door for teachers to implement new ideas, methodolgies and activities that are engaging for ALL 
students. The intent of this workshop is for teachers to come together and share ideas, explore various 
methodologies, resources, and activities that can be used to make PE enjoyable for ALL 
students...including those who "hate PE".  

Daniel Mallet 

I am currently in my second year teaching grade eight English, social studies, and physical education at 
Monterey Middle School. I have been teaching since 2013 and taught Inclusive Education prior to making 
the move to Monterey Middle School. Currently in my seventh year of teaching - second year at Monterey 
Middle School -this is my second year teaching grade eight. Though I enjoy every subject I teach, my 
passion is in Physical Education, and providing quality, engaging, and enjoyable physical education 
programming for ALL of my students. 

In addition to teaching, I have experience playing and coaching multiple sports including a chance to 
coach at the 2013 Special Olympics World Winter Games in Pyeongchang, South Korea. I have a Bachelor 
of Education from the University of Victoria, a Diploma in Special Education from the University of 
Victoria, and a Bachelor of Kinesiology from Acadia University. 
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Landscapes of Injustice: Using Internment and Dispossession to 
teach intermediate Social Studies, Social Justice, and the Core 
Competencies 

Teachers will receive FREE lessons in Social Studies and Social Justice that fit the revised 
curriculum.  These lessons have been field tested by dozens of classrooms in BC.  First, Jordan will take 
you through the history of the internment and dispossession of Japanese Canadians, and talk about an 
exciting historical research project, Landscapes of Injustice (www.landscapesofinjustice.com).  Then Greg 
will demo lessons that tie this rich history with Core and Curricular competencies.  The lessons are 
hands-on, interactive, and low-tech.  We aim for you to leave our workshop inspired and equipped to 
teach this history to your students. 

Greg Miyanaga 

Greg Miyanaga has taught in the Coquitlam School District for over 25 years. Greg was part of the team 
that produced the Governor General’s Award-winning resource for “Internment and Redress.”  Greg 
currently teaches grade 2/3 at Smiling Creek Elementary and is Co-Chair of the Teacher Resources Cluster 
of Landscapes of Injustice. 

Jordan Stanger-Ross 

Jordan Stanger-Ross is an associate professor of history at the University of Victoria and the Project 
Director of Landscapes of Injustice. He is author and editor of numerous publications on the internment 
of dispossession of Japanese Canadians. Stanger-Ross, along with the Landscapes of Injustice Project, 
received a 2018 Award of Excellence from the Canadian Race Relations Foundation. 

  

www.landscapesofinjustice.com
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Math Literacy for Grades 7 to 10 

Math literacy is a student’s capacity to articulate the role that math plays in the world, to make well-
founded mathematical judgments and to actively engage in math.  It includes the ability to put math 
knowledge/skills to functional use in people's lives rather than limited to mechanical operations.    Math 
literacy often relies on personal traits such as self-confidence and curiosity in students. As an educator, 
learn how to interweave these concepts into your lessons through student practise with journal writing, 
portfolios, step-by-step "thought bubbles" for problem solving, etc.  New assessment tools including 
math literacy will also be discussed.   When students can communicate their mathematical thoughts on 
paper through words, it's amazing what they can achieve!  Come find out!    

Susan Smith 

Susan is a math, science and physics teacher at Mt. Douglas Secondary School in Victoria, B.C.  She loves 
to make math and science exciting for students through hands-on creative activities.  Susan has been a 
teacher for 24 years in both Ontario and B.C, and enjoys sharing her resources with other educators.  
Susan has also been a reviewer and writer for various textbook publishers as well as the Ministry of 
Education.  When not teaching, she enjoys the beautiful outdoors of B.C with her family.   
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Navigating Puberty: Supporting Students with Unique Learning 
Needs 

This workshop will review typical sexual health knowledge and development, with a particular focus on 
the process of puberty. Through completion of this workshop participants will achieve the following 
goals: identify the provincial Learning Standards as they relate to puberty; identify and describe the 
changes that all bodies go through during puberty, as well as those specific to anatomical sexes; describe 
behaviours that are typical for all students as they approach and move through puberty; discuss some 
strategies to support students in learning about changes bodies go through during puberty; and review 
some approaches that may be used to support students while they are experiencing the changes that 
come along with puberty. 

Landa Mark 

Landa Mark, MA, Board Certified Behaviour Analyst & Sexual Health Educator 

I am passionate about delivering evidence-based practices that, at the same time, meet the varying 
needs of individuals, their families, and supporting communities. My work has focused on supporting 
those with autism, developmental disabilities, and other unique learning needs utilizing the principles of 
Applied Behaviour Analysis. In recent years my practice has shifted to focus on teaching and addressing 
concerns related to sexual health development and education. The needs in this area can range from help 
in discussing sexuality with a child/client, addressing inappropriate sexual behaviours, and how to 
provide appropriate sex education to those with autism and other unique learning needs. In support of 
these goals I have also completed training through Options for Sexual Health in their Sexual Health 
Educator Certification program.     
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Poetry Strategies for Secondary School Students 

Here is how to love poetry and get your students to love it too! This workshop offers an A to Z of poetry 
activities that will stimulate the creative zest in students and help them to understand, by doing, how 
poems are made. There will be instruction in many poetry strategies, that you can try out during the 
workshop, activities that will unobtrusively teach metaphor, imagery, consonance and rhyme, line 
breaks, as well as various poetic forms that students love: sestinas, pantoums, found poems, glosas. In 
no time they will be writing wonderful poems and enjoying themselves! The activities require few props 
and can be varied for different grade levels, including middle school students. This workhop is a sample 
of the ongoing "Poets in the Schools" program offered by Planet Earth Poetry. 

Barbara Pelman 

Barbara Pelman is a retired English teacher in SD61 who brought poetry to her students and the school, 
initiating poetry readings, lunch time Open Mic for students and staff, and poetry events to the 
community. She has three published books of poetry and a published chapbook, and many poems in 
literary journals and anthologies. As an assistant at the Planet Earth Poetry weekly poetry venue, she co-
hosts and organizes poetry workshops and retreats. 
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Round Table on Careers Curriculum 

This session will provide an opportunity to network with other teachers working in their school’s careers 
department.  The session will run as a round table so please bring a success and a challenge to share out 
during the discussion. 

Jodi Robertson 

High school educator for 17 years and in the Careers department for 10.  I started with CAPP, moved to 
Planning/Portfolio, and now excited to tackle CLE/CLC/Capstone. 
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Shake it Up!..... Again.... 

This workshop will deliver a number of new, easy but effective, techniques for using choreography, 
dance and movement in your class. Whether you are preparing for a school concert, or using dance or 
movement in the classroom, this will be an effective bag of tricks for the non-dance teacher. (Staging, 
grouping, formations and steps – fast and effective). If you are putting your kids on stage as a music 
teacher or classroom teacher, this will give some fun things to try right away in your classroom.  

Lena Palermo 

Lena Palermo - B.FA, B.ED, M.ED in Leadership and Technology (completing in March 2019) 

  

Lena Palermo has been an educator in both B.C. and Ontario for 24 years (K-12) . Passionate about both 
the Performing Arts and Technology she continually finds ways to connect the two to improve 
engagement of learners in the classroom. Lena trained at Juilliard School in NYC, holds a B.F.A. from 
University of Windsor, a B.ED from the University of Western Ontario and is in the final stage of her M.Ed 
in Leadership and Technology from the University of Ontario Institute of Technology. Her teaching career 
began at Claremont Secondary (1995-2004) as a Performing Arts Teacher and Department Head. In 
Toronto (2005-2016), she created her own performing arts academy (Star Potential Studios) and Theatre 
(Studio 60 Theatre) while also working for the TCDSB. During her time in Toronto she began working with 
Technology in schools and sharing new learning with staff while also doing curriculum writing for the 
board.  Lena was thrilled to return to Victoria in 2016 and has been teaching in SD61 and SD 63. She has 
been a conference presenter for BC teachers at Tapestry 2017 and 2018, is a Mentor Teacher with SD61, 
is currently finishing an eBook on best practices for the implementation of Technology in BC Classrooms 
and was part of author team for “The Impact of Technology on Mental Health in Adolescents”. When not 
at the computer or working in the classroom you will find her leading the Peninsula Singers adult show 
choir as Artistic Director. 
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Starting out with Google Classroom 

Have you been watching others around you use Google classroom, hear the chatter in the staff room 
and just want to know more?  Don't let this frustrate you any longer, take the step and start out with 
Google Classroom.  All you need to bring with you is a willingness to try out Google Classroom - the rest 
we provide.  Participants will go through the process of starting up a class, learn how to invite members 
(teachers and students), go over the different ways to post materials, see how to monitor student 
progress and complete your marking and moving those marks to your grade book.    Everyone goes 
home with resources and a Google slide show outlining the presentation. 

Tina O'Keeffe 

Tina O'Keeffe is a level 1 Google Certified teacher and a social justice facilitator for the BCTF.  She teaches 
computers, graphics, programming, animation, film production, and robotics at Esquimalt High School. 
 Google Classroom has been an essential tool in her classroom and she is excited to share her learning 
journey using this product.   
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Storytelling for Inclusion 

How to use narrative and storytelling in the middle school and high school Social Studies and History 
classrooms with a focus on inclsuion. Based on the principals of UDL and peer reviewed studies of 
drama, storytelling, and inclusion, workshop participants will learn through doing. Teachers should 
expect to come away from the workshop with 1-2 lesson plans adapted for use in inclusive social studies 
and history classes. Research in applied theatre and storytelling indicates that drama uses all 5 modes of 
meaning making (word, number, image, sound, and gesture (McLeod, 2000). By teaching history and 
social studies from all 5 modes teachers can support diverse learners and introduce the idea that 
multiple modes of representation are valid representations of student knowledge.   

Holly Brinkman 

Holly Brinkman is a teacher, storyteller, and physical performance artist living and working in Victoria, BC 
(unceded territory of the Lewungen and Wsanec peoples). She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in History 
from McGill University and a Secondary Teaching Post-Degree Professional Program for UVic. Holly is 
currently in the process of getting her Master's Degree in Educational Psychology with a focus on Special 
Education at UVic. 

  



21 
 

The Heartset of Inclusive Education by Keynote Speaker - Julie 
Causton 

This session will help educators shift from a mainstreaming mindset to a heartset of inclusion.  This work 
takes creativity and compassion and just right supports.  Participants will be helped to focus on student 
strengths, gifts and talents, illuminate how to create connections between students, and ignite student 
creativity, and problem-solve how to meet the social, emotional and academic needs of students 
. The aim is to give educators the philosophy and the tools to encourage deeper relationships with 
students, promote desired student behavior, and improve inclusive classroom community all while 
demonstrating strategies at the same time. (This same workshop repeats in the afternoon) 

Julie Causton 

Dr. Julie Causton is the founder and CEO of Inclusive Schooling.  She was a Professor in the Inclusive and 
Special Education Program in the Department of Teaching and Leadership at Syracuse University for the 
past 14 years.   

Her teaching, research and consulting are guided by a passion for inclusive education.  

She has particular areas of expertise are school reform, inclusive teacher training, collaboration, 
humanistic behavioral supports, lesson planning, and providing invisible adult supports.  Julie has also 
provided independent educational evaluations in due process hearings across the nation.  She has both 
the legal knowledge and practical experience to do this work.  

Her published works have appeared in over 30 academic journals including:  Remedial And Special 
Education, Teaching Exceptional Children, Journal of Postsecondary Education and Disability, Theory into 
Practice issue on Inclusive Leadership and Social Justice, International Journal of Inclusive Education, 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, The School Administrator , Equity and Excellence in Education 
, Studies in Art Education, Journal of Special Education Leadership, Journal of Research in Childhood 
Education, Behavioral Disorders, Educational Leadership, Science Scope and Exceptional Children. 

She has written 6 books for school professionals about inclusive education that are widely read by school 
teams and teacher education programs across the country.  Last year she supported schools in the area 
of inclusive school reform in twelve states and in several parts of Canada. 
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The Math Daily 3 

Using ideas from 2 great books – “The Daily 5” & “Well Played” we’ll explore a new model for math 
class. In order to truly move into personalizing learning and building the core and curricular 
competencies while still guiding our students toward strong number sense skills and deep conceptual 
understanding, we need to move away from the whole class lessons of old. We’ll take the “10 Steps to 
Teaching and Learning Independence” from the Daily 5 in Literacy and build more choice and 
individualization into your daily math period. We’ll also free you up to work with small, guided math 
groups and answers the question: what will the other kids do? 

 
 
Jeannie DeBoice 

I have taught for over 30 years and developed a strong interest in teaching math in a more connected, 
student-centered way about 15 years ago. I was the Numeracy coordinator for Sooke district for 8 years 
and completed my Masters in Curriculum with a focus on Elementary mathematics. I am currently Vice-
Principal of Curriculum and Learning for Sooke School District where I continue to live, breathe 
and celebrate math!  
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The Mindful Movement Classroom: How to empower your students 
to regulate their learning and behaviour through classroom 
management techniques 

Concepts like body breaks, mindfulness and self-regulation are all the rage in current teaching strategies, 
however many teachers do not feel confident or equipped to implement these tools in an effective 
manner. Furthermore, many new teachers in particular feel inexperienced and lost with respect to 
classroom management strategies. In this workshop, presenter Madelin Rocheleau will draw on her 
experience as a teacher, a kids yoga instructor and a current Masters student of Educational Psychology 
to provide teachers with an introductory glimpse into how movement, mindfulness and self-regulation 
strategies can be used as a classroom management strategy to help their learners be more successful 
and develop more self-sufficiency. The goal is for teachers to leave this session with some practical tips 
and strategies as well as a greater understanding of the fundamental premises of mindfulness and 
regulation. 

Madelin Rocheleau 

Madelin Rocheleau is a grade 1 French Immersion teacher at Macaulay Elementary in Esquimalt as well 
as a certified yoga instructor. She is also currently working on her Masters of Education in Educational 
Psychology at the University of Victoria. Madelin is passionate about merging her teaching, yoga and 
Educational Psychology interests in the classroom environment to build a space that helps to empower 
children through regulation strategies. 
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What is coding and why should my class work on this? 

Coding is a great way for students to begin to have a fundamental understanding of how computer 
programs work. Come to this workshop to learn about free coding websites and the basics of how they 
work. Bring your class list and sign up your class. This is something your students will love and you will 
love watching them work on. 

Anne Stewart 

Anne Stewart teaches grade 4/5  at KELSET Elementary.  

Ray Stewart 

I've been teaching for 17 years and am currently teaching a wonderful grade 3/4 class at Prospect Lake 
Elementary. I'm always trying to find different ways to bring technology into the classroom.  
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What's New in Educational Materials 

At School House we are receiving exciting new products all year long.  We would like to share some of 
our best findings with you.  Learn what is trending in classroom decor, the variety of language arts and 
math workbooks available, and how to play some new science games.  Finally, through a book smack 
we'll highlight some new social studies series including some new Indigenous titles.  Draws for door 
prizes and gift certificates will be made.  

Lynn-Dell Goorachurn 

Lynn-Dell Goorachurn, a teacher-librarian in French Immersion schools for twenty-four years and now 
as co-owner of School House Teaching Supplies, has worked passionately to support French teachers and 
their students, always trying to source French materials that meet their needs.  

  



26 
 

When School is the Safest Place to Be - An Introduction to Trauma-
Informed Practice 

What does it mean to be a trauma-informed educator, and why is it important? Across Canada, more 
children are entering school having experienced trauma, and differing levels of resiliency. In this 
workshop, you will learn about what constitutes trauma and how much it impacts our young learners, 
and what you can do to support a positive learning environment for all children through trauma-
informed practices. 

Tristan Bannister 

Tristan Bannister is a Kindergarten French Immersion teacher in the Saanich School District. She is 
passionate about using Montessori methods and trauma-informed practice in her teaching, and is 
exploring the impact of outdoor education in urban environments. She is completing her M.Ed in 
Curriculum Leadership at UVic. 
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Working with Inquiry at the Secondary level 

Join Clint and Holly as we discuss our experiences incorporating Inquiry Projects into our online courses 
at SIDES.  Specific project examples will be shared that are applicable to classroom teachers as well as to 
online teachers.  

Holly Mair 

Holly currently teaches Social Studies 10-12 and supports her staff as a Teacher-Librarian.  She spent the 
first half of her career as a classroom teacher and the later part of her career in various roles:  District 
Support Teacher for Literacy, Teacher-Librarian and Distance Education Teacher. 

Clint Surry 

Clint currently teaches students Chemistry 11/12 and Science 9 at SIDES as well as tutorial support for 
Science/Math at SIDES.  Over his career, he has enjoyed teaching the senior and junior science program in 
traditional classrooms as well as the online environment,  career education in the sciences, has been a 
strong advocate for DL learning as a course developer and active in professional development helping 
teachers with the DL environment.  
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Friday Afternoon Workshops: 12:45 PM to 2:30 PM 

ADST Woodworking in the Classroom (Grades 4-7) 

Peter Farkas, B.Ed. from Vancouver Island's own "The Elementary Woodshop" teaches you how to teach 
woodworking while working through a cross-curricular workbook.  Participants in the Intermediate 
Teacher workshop will build a bird feeder. Everything is supplied for a fun and valuable lesson that will 
build confidence in woodworking with your students. Numerous lessons are reviewed such as drafting, 
materials technology, Aboriginal perspectives and knowledge relating to the project, and even an 
introduction to trade careers.  Each workshop is limited to 24 participants.  

Peter Farkas 

Peter Farkas, B.Ed., a retired woodworking teacher, brings woodworking to the elementary classroom 
with woodworking kits and accompanying cross-curricular workbooks.  Peter has experience teaching 
high school, managing a hospital therapeutic woodworking program and a woodworking program for 
developmentally challenged adults. Peter has developed a K-7 ADST woodworking program for teachers 
with no woodworking experience.  The woodworking kits include everything to build the projects; pre-cut, 
pre-drilled wood pieces, sanding blocks and sandpaper, nails/screws and glue where required. Illustrated 
assembly instructions are thorough and easy to follow; workbooks contain lessons in subjects such as 
drafting, math, materials technology, science and Aboriginal perspectives and knowledge related to the 
woodworking project. The grade 6 and 7 workbooks include a component in entrepreneurship and there 
is a focus on introducing students to trade careers.  Peter is delighted to see teachers gain confidence in 
teaching woodworking in the classroom and see the outcome for students as they develop important 
skills.  To learn more about this woodworking program visit    www.theelementarywoodshop.ca    
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Assessment with ePortfolios 

Use New Google Sites to help students showcase their learning. Students can upload work across the G 
Suite spectrum, embed external multimedia, and constantly reflect on their artifacts. Some working 
knowledge of Google Sites is helpful but not necessary for this pedagogical focus on an exciting 
assessment platform. Sample sites and materials, such as rubrics and peer feedback forms, will be 
reviewed. 

Leslie Davis 

After teaching 20 years overseas, I returned to Canada in 2014. Earning an M.Ed. in IT has been a shot of 
adrenaline to my career, and I have been developing ePortfolios for the last three years. My focus is 
secondary humanities education and exploring project based learning. 
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BC Digital Classroom – Beyond Databases (8-12) 

ERAC’s Updated BC Digital Classroom is a core collection of digital resources (over 25 online databases) 
that most districts have licensed.  The collection has been updated to provide resources that are truly 8 – 
12 in nature.  Join in an overview of the tools included and examples of how they can be integrated into 
meaningful learning opportunities aligned with the Big Ideas in the revised BC Curriculum.  The digital 
resources provide a variety of tools to differentiate content and access to age appropriate content 
through lexile searching, voice to text, extensive images and video.  These resources are available for 
*free* for teachers and students in your School District and for home use.  Access readily available for 
free through School District and ERAC websites. 

ERAC Instructor 

Mike Silverton 

Presenter will be from ERAC's Professional Learning Team. 
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Cardio Corner - An in-class, engaging, and active way to provide 
students with a movement break 

This hands-on workshop will introduce teachers to the idea of a "Cardio Corner" which uses technology, 
cards, and physical activity to provide students with an in-class, movement break opportunity. 
Participants will be led through a step-by-step process on how to develop their own "Cardio Corner" 
using QR Codes, Youtube videos, playing cards, and electronic devices.  

Daniel Mallet 

I am currently in my second year teaching grade eight at Monterey Middle School. In addition to PE, I 
teach English and social studies. Though my passion is teaching Physical Education, I truly enjoy all of the 
subjects I teach. I look forward to coming to work everyday and work hard to inspire the students I teach. 
In an effort to develop my teaching pedagogy, and align my methods with the ever-so-quickly advancing 
field of educational technology, I recently completed both the Level I and Level II Google Educator 
Certification. In doing this, I am hopeful that I can learn new, and creative ways, to effectively introduce 
technology into my teaching practice. Additionally, the certification has allowed me to begin to get 
creative and try to blend educational technology and PE together.  
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Classroom Management for TTOCs 

TTOCs must establish rapport with students quickly and use management strategies that work 
immediately. The workshop will explore the basics of classroom management and how TTOCs can adapt 
them for their work. Practical strategies for creating a positive environment and taking constructive 
action with individual students will be explored. 

Lila Lund 
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Coding Quest 

The Coding Quest Program from The Learning Partnership has been running in SD61, 62 and 63 for the 
last two years.  This session is an introduciton to the program resources and materials.  

We will do some "hands on" programming with Scratch 3.0 with the goal of devleoping skills for video 
game develepment. 

Teachers who have already registered with TLP and those who are interested are welcome to join us for 
this session. 

More information here: https://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/programs/coding-quest 

Mike Silverton 

Mike has been providing professional development and in-service to teachers for over 25 years.  He has 
taught from elementary to the graduate level and has a wide range of experience to draw upon to 
provide enriching workshops for all.  With 12 years as a Technology Coordinator for a large school 
district, a technology consultant and member of the ADST Curriculum Writing Team he has many insights 
on ways to integrate technology.  Mike is the current Past-President of the Computer Using Educators of 
BC PSA. (CUEBC) and a Program Manager for The Learning Partnership. 

  

https://www.thelearningpartnership.ca/programs/coding-quest
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Coding without Computers 

If you're struggling with equipment and technology, this workshop will give you several ideas of how you 
can integrate coding into your classroom. In this workshop, we will explore a variety of off-screen 
activities that apply coding strategies, which will provide a foundational understanding for both you and 
your students.  

Science World 

Science World BC is committed to supporting STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Design, 
and Math) teaching and learning throughout the province. 
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Concussion management for educators: Supporting students back to 
school 

This course provides school professionals (teachers, administrators and support staff) with the 
knowledge and tools necessary to help students return to learning following a concussion.   

Learn how to better recognize a concussion, how to respond if you suspect an injury has happened, how 
to encourage recovery and effectively support students reintegrate with school.  

We will cover: 

1. Basic science of a concussion injury 
2. An update on the research regarding concussions and brain injuries 
3. How we currently treat concussion injuries 
4. Common myths and misconceptions 
5. What you can do to help your students recover 
6. Framework for return to learn (RTL) 
7. Creating an RTL plan 
8. Specific strategies and tools to address particular symptoms and issues 

Goals: 

1. Make your job easier! 
2. Gain more clarity on concussions and what to expect 
3. Be able to create a simple RTL plan 
4. Gain an understanding of practical strategies and tools 
5. Be able to implement successful RTL supports for students  

This training draws on information from sources including the Concussion Awareness Training Tool 
(CATT).  Even if you have taken the CATT training before, you will be provided with new learning and 
information. 

Devon Cochrane 

Devon Cochrane is an occupational therapist with a special interest in concussion and brain injury.  He 
works at Tall Tree Integrated Health Centre in a multidisciplinary program for concussion treatment, 
where they have helped over 300 people overcome injury. 

http://concussion.talltreehealth.ca/ 

  

http://concussion.talltreehealth.ca/
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Creating a Gender-Inclusive School Culture 

This workshop will help develop an understanding of the risks facing trans, non-binary and gender 
diverse students, as well as the protective factors, gain increased familiarity with terminology used by 
the trans, non-binary and gender diverse communities, and increased awareness of gender identity and 
gender expression. Best practices for supporting a student through gender transition within the school 
system will be covered. Although the focus is on trans, non-binary and gender diverse students, gender-
inclusive schools help all students to feel safe at school. 

Heather Kelley 
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Developing Writers Using 6+1 Traits of Writing 

How do we scaffold writing instruction so that all students in our classroom become stronger, more 
confident writers? This workshop will give participants a solid understanding of the 6+1 Traits model and 
provide teaching strategies that help students identify quality in writing, manage their own writing 
process, and become more confident writers. 

Laura Lancaster 

Laura is a Curriculum Coordinator in SD62. She has taught grade 4-9, and loves working with teachers 
in all things literacy. She is passionate about making writing accessible and meaningful for students, and 
fostering joy in reading for all learners. Laura is currently the president of BC Teachers of English 
Language Arts PSA.  
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Ekphrastic Poetry: Using Art to Create Art 

Ekphrastic poetry, poetry that is inspired by another art medium: painting, drawing, sculpture, music, 
architecture, is a wonderful way to integrate the visual arts with the written arts. There are two 
imaginations at work: the original artist, and the writer, who responds and interprets the art through 
poetry. This hands-on workshop will offer a number of activities to inspire students through careful 
observation and response to a piece of art. By integrating two aspects of the creative process, students 
will hone their perceptions about art while empowering their writing. Teachers will be given handouts so 
that they can easily replicate these activities in their own classrooms. This workshop is a sample of the 
"Poets in the Schools" program offered by Planet Earth Poetry. 

  

Barbara Pelman 

Barbara Pelman is a retired English teacher in SD61 who brought poetry to her students and the school, 
initiating poetry readings, lunch time Open Mic for students and staff, and poetry events to the 
community. She has three published books of poetry and a published chapbook, and many poems in 
literary journals and anthologies. As an assistant at the Planet Earth Poetry weekly poetry venue, she co-
hosts and organizes poetry workshops and retreats. 
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Exploring The First Peoples Principles of Learning in the classroom 

Exploring The First Peoples Principles of Learning in the classroom 

This workshop will explore ways to incorporate FPPL in the classroom (K-8). The purpose of this 
workshop is to provide teachers ways to connect to the BC Curriculum through tradition, memory, story 
and ritual. 

 We will learn about and identify connections in First Nations culture and traditions through 
memory, history and story. 

 We will gain an understanding of the First Peoples Principles of Learning and identify 
generational roles and reciprocal relationships. 

 We will learn about the role of drumming in the First Nations culture and explore the Welcome 
Song. 

 Finally we will share ideas and create lessons across the curriculum 

The workshop will use some materials created for this FPPL Web-based Learning Module for Teachers in 
the website below. 

https://fpplweblearningmodule.weebly.com/ (please note this website is still a work in progress and 
should not be shared - this is for the review committee only) 

  

Lena Palermo 

Lena Palermo - B.FA, B.ED, M.ED in Leadership and Technology (completing in March 2019) 

  

Lena Palermo has been an educator in both B.C. and Ontario for 24 years (K-12) . Passionate about both 
the Performing Arts and Technology she continually finds ways to connect the two to improve 
engagement of learners in the classroom. Lena trained at Juilliard School in NYC, holds a B.F.A. from 
University of Windsor, a B.ED from the University of Western Ontario and is in the final stage of her M.Ed 
in Leadership and Technology from the University of Ontario Institute of Technology. Her teaching career 
began at Claremont Secondary (1995-2004) as a Performing Arts Teacher and Department Head. In 
Toronto (2005-2016), she created her own performing arts academy (Star Potential Studios) and Theatre 
(Studio 60 Theatre) while also working for the TCDSB. During her time in Toronto she began working with 
Technology in schools and sharing new learning with staff while also doing curriculum writing for the 
board.  Lena was thrilled to return to Victoria in 2016 and has been teaching in SD61 and SD 63. She has 
been a conference presenter for BC teachers at Tapestry 2017 and 2018, is a Mentor Teacher with SD61, 
is currently finishing an eBook on best practices for the implementation of Technology in BC Classrooms 
and was part of author team for “The Impact of Technology on Mental Health in Adolescents”. When not 
at the computer or working in the classroom you will find her leading the Peninsula Singers adult show 
choir as Artistic Director. 

  

https://fpplweblearningmodule.weebly.com/
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French Resource Highlights 

Discover which French authors students in Grs. 4 and 5 enjoy reading the most.  Would you be 
interested in creating a special French Book Club at your school with the goal to attend a Salon du Livre 
in Vancouver in May?  Learn how to become involved in School House's French Home Reading Program 
(M à 2e année).  Finally, have an opportunity to examine new curriculum related resources (M à 5e 
année).   Draws will be made for book prizes and gift certificates.   

Lynn-Dell Goorachurn 

Lynn-Dell Goorachurn, a teacher-librarian in French Immersion schools for twenty-four years and now 
as co-owner of School House Teaching Supplies, has worked passionately to support French teachers and 
their students, always trying to source French materials that meet their needs.  
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Get Outside and Learn! (4-8) 

Sierra Club BC’s Education Team has been facilitating environmental education workshops for K-8 
students across the province for more than  20 years. Our hands-on, curriculum-linked workshops give 
students the opportunity to learn about, and connect with, the natural environment. Informed by our 
collaborations with Indigenous partners, our programs strive to weave together reconciliation and 
nature connection. In this workshop, we will discuss: the benefits of spending time outside, conducting a 
risk-benefit assessment, building a routine to take your students outdoors, and connections to 
the science curriculum. Teachers will then have the opportunity to head outside and participate in 
hands-on, nature-based activities that they can do with their students. 

Kirsten Dallimore 

Kirsten has worked as an Environmental Educator at Sierra Club BC for the past five years. She holds 
degrees in Environmental Studies and Primary/Junior Education, and a Certificate in Ecological 
Education. Learning and teaching about how to connect deeper with nature and gain a sense of place on 
this earth based on Traditional Ecological knowledge is her passion. 

Amira Maddison 

Amira is a bilingual Environmental Educator and has worked with Sierra Club BC over the past three 
school years. She holds an Interdisciplinary Degree from Thompson Rivers University, where she focused 
on methods of evaluating experiential education programs. Amira loves working with children and seeing 
growth and excitement that new experiences can bring. 
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Gladys: The Life of a Child in a BC Residential School 

Somebody’s sister … somebody’s auntie … somebody’s daughter … 

Designed for the intermediate grades, this teacher and student-friendly, ten-lesson module was written 
with the New BC Curriculum in mind. While learning about the true-life story of Gladys, a local Aboriginal 
girl from the Nlaka’pamux Nation in Spuzzum, BC, students are taken on a local, land and place-based 
journey of inquiry and ethical judgement. Students are encouraged to connect personally to Gladys as 
they work together to examine and evaluate a wide range of primary and secondary resources. The goal 
of this session is to provide teachers with the resources, background and support that will prepare them 
to take their students to a deeper level of truth and reconciliation education. 

Michelle Sokoloski 

Michelle Sokoloski is a teacher from School District 68 Nanaimo Ladysmith.  She has been teaching for 12 
years, both on and off reserve.  Michelle has a Master's in Special Education from VIU, is currently 
working as a Student Support Teacher after years in the classroom and working as the District Aboriginal 
Enhancement Coordinator.  Michelle is a facilitator for the BCTF and enjoys travelling to different districts 
to share workshops. 

How to better help your refugee students? 

Refugees coming to Canada from conflict zones, unfortunately, bring with them a lot of baggage; this 
includes PTSD, emotional challenges and Academic challenges. 

Some of them are bright students! But years of not going to school have affected them immensely. 
Hence, how to better support them?  This workshop will run through key activities and actions that 
could be done to better help those students. 

Aboubakar (Abkar) Idriss 

Aboubakar is an Education activist and a motivational speaker; he is very active on social media 
providing students from Africa and the Middle East with information on scholarships, university 
admission, learning English...etc 

His YouTube channel has over 390,000 subscribers, and he has been featured on CBC, MSN, CHEK News 
and Aljazeera TV Network. He has workd cloesly with Youtube, ONE.ORG Foudation and Thosmans 
Routers Foundation to fight poverty through Education. 
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Increasing Student Engagement and Personal Intelligence Using the 
Archetypes in Literature Studies 

This workshop will provide teachers with tangible practice and lesson plans for teaching the Archetypes 
in a manner that is engaging, inspiring and evokes a rich student experience of text. Using the study of 
Archetypes as they appear in myth, literature and film, students will be able to identify the archetypes 
which reveal themselves in the characters they study, and in themselves. A connection to the The New 
BC Curriculum will be provided with a focus on the content “Construct meaningful personal connections 
between self, text and world.” Using real-world applications, students will gain a deep understanding of 
the archetypes and refine their skills in making text-to-self, text-to-text and text-to-world connections. 
Referencing Joseph Campbell and Carl Jung, the structure of the Hero’s Journey is a framework which 
can be applied to multiple forms of literature and entertainment media. The Archetypes unit for middle 
and secondary English is a lense for learners to view themselves, their lives and their world, in context 
with timeless stories. 

Omdrea Walker 

Omdrea Walker is a writer and artist who has been teaching grades 7-12 English, Art and Drama in the 
Greater Victoria District for 21 years. With a special interest in the creative arts and promoting positive 
student social/emotional development, Omdrea has embedded these values into her lessons in multiple 
subject areas. 

  



45 
 

Journey of creation of a Place-Based Eco-Classroom 

After 5 school years running an outdoor themed classroom, "Ocean Studies" at the Grade 7 level, I now 
have a series of progressively more demanding field trips plus integrated Language Arts/Social 
Studies/Science/P.E. (and sometimes French!) learning activities/units of instruction. You might find the 
dynamics of my journey useful, although there is no formula to 'clone' our classroom. It relies on you 
working with your school situation, classroom dynamics, grade level and surrounding 
community/environment. I will share photos, work flow, images of students samples, showing 
differentiation, curriculum connections and just plain fun. This experimental workshop will be a mix of 
my presentation, slide show and conversation.  

Mark Brown 

middle school teacher since 2007. B.Ed 2000, M.Ed 2015 
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Landscapes of Injustice: Using Internment and Dispossession to 
teach Secondary School Social Studies, Social Justice, and the Core 
Competencies 

Teachers will receive FREE lessons in social studies and social justice that fit the revised curriculum for 
Socials Studies 10, Explorations in Social Studies 11, and Social Justice 12. These lessons have been 
developed by teachers for teachers.  First, Kaitlin will take you through the history of the internment and 
dispossession of Japanese Canadians, and talk about an exciting historical research project, Landscapes 
of Injustice (www.landscapesofinjustice.com).  Then Mike will demo lessons that tie this rich history with 
Core and Curricular competencies.  The lessons are hands-on, interactive, and low-tech.  We aim for you 
to leave our workshop inspired and equipped to teach this history to your students. 

Kaitlin Findlay 

Kaitlin Findlay is the Research Coordinator for Landscapes of Injustice. Kaitlin defended her MA Thesis at 
the University of Victoria in December 2017, where she won an award for teaching the internment 
history to undergraduate students. In her time with Landscapes of Injustice, Kaitlin has worked with the 
Government Records and Knowledge Mobilization clusters. 

Michael Perry-Whittingham 

Mike Perry-Whittingham is currently a Secondary Vice Principal with the Richmond School District. He 
taught high school history, law and social studies for 17 years in Richmond. Mike has collaborated and 
co-authored numerous curriculum resources in law and history including “Internment and Redress: The 
Japanese Canadian Experience” a resource guide for social studies teachers. Along with Greg, Mike is Co-
Chair of the Teacher Resources Cluster on Landscapes of Injustice. 

  

www.landscapesofinjustice.com
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Learning in Depth 

"Boredom is a product of ignorance. The more you know about something, the more interesting it 
becomes." Kieran Egan 

Learning in Depth (lid) is a program aimed at engaging students' imaginations and emotions by allowing 
them to spend their elementary and secondary school years focusing in-depth on one topic. It 
is designed to ensure that all students become experts about something during their school years. 
Simple to set up and facilitate, it allows students to build confidence, while learning about the nature of 
knowledge. It is a great asset to the curriculum and school experience. 

David Futter 

David is a retired teacher from SD 61. He has been practicing Imaginative Education and Learning in 
Depth since 2008. He was one of two original initiators of the program. Current he is a member of the 
Academic Council for the Center for Imagination in Research, Culture and Education at SFU. 
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Plastic Action 

The focus of this workshop is to give teachers a framework for empowering students to take positive 
environmental action that fits within the learning outcomes, and competencies of the BC science 
curriculum. The issue of ocean plastics is used as an example, but the framework can be used for other 
environmental issues. 

A 3-step approach is presented. 

Motivation. Plastic Oceans short film will be shown to introduce the problem. How to use visual media 
and field work to motivate students to take action. 

Education.  Examples of in-depth studies and experimental investigations of various aspects of ocean 
plastics, and how these can fit within the curriculum. 

 
Action. A “how to” plan of action for students to follow that can lead to lasting changes at the school 
community, local community, and provincial and federal levels. 

Margaret McCullough 

Margaret has been a science and Biology teacher in Victoria for 39 years. She holds an Honours degree in 
Genetics and Biochemistry, was awarded the Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence and has a 
UNEP Certificate for expertise in Marine Litter. Margaret founded Fin Free Victoria with Rob Stewart, and 
has worked with school students for many years on environmental campaigns such as Fin Free, Banning 
the Trophy hunting of Grizzly bears and the Ban the Bag campaign. During these campaigns she 
empowered her students to work with their communities, NGOs, and politicians at the provincial and 
federal levels- the end goal being legislation. They achieved successes with a ban on Grizzly Bear trophy 
hunting in BC, and the use of single-use plastic bags in Victoria. She is now schools coordinator for 
Surfrider Vancouver Island, an ambassador for Plastic Oceans Canada, and has recently started a single-
use plastic free schools BC campaign. 

Ian Merkel 

Ian Merkel was born in South Africa and emigrated to Canada in 1975. He is a retired CPA, CA  who 
specialized in technology and has served on a number of N.P.O’s and Charities as a Director and 
Treasurer. Most recently he was Treasurer /VP of Reel Causes Society an N.P.O. screening and hosting 
social justice films for local Non Profits and Charities. He served on the board for over 5 years. He is 
President and the founder of the Vancouver Foreign Film Society an N.P.O. screening monthly 
international foreign films. He has participated as a documentary juror for the Leo Awards and has run a 
number of film festivals in Vancouver. He continues to promote and advise film festivals locally. Since 
retiring Ian has volunteered with the Vancouver International Jazz Festival.  For the past 4 years he has 
managed the volunteers for the environmental section of the Jazz festival working closely with recycling 
organizations and food vendors to reduce waste. Since the inception of the environmental program in 
2015 the festival has seen a reduction of more than 60% in general garbage, plastic and non-organic 
waste. Ian is now Board Director/ Treasurer for Plastic Oceans Foundation Canada. 
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Problem solving in Writing - what do children need to know in order 
to get their messages on paper? 

The writing process encompasses composing a message and writing the message on paper.  There are 
ways we can help children develop ideas and refine them so that they can be written down.  Once 
children have an idea they need strategies for getting the words down on paper.  They can either "know" 
a word, analyze the sounds in a word or use a word they already know, to get to a word they don't know 
yet.  We can support children in their growing effectiveness in using these strategies. In this session we 
will explore ways to help the student become an independent problem solver in writing. 

Shari Worsfold 

Dr. Shari Worsfold is currently a Reading Recovery Teacher Leader for the Southern Vancouver Island 
Reading Recovery Consortium.  She has been a primary classroom teacher, Reading Recovery teacher, 
Liaison Administrator and is Past President of the Canadian Institute of Reading Recovery.  Shari has 
spent a career helping teachers understand how to observe, interpret and respond to children's learning 
in order to help children construct proficient problem solving systems and untangle their confusions so 
that they can become proficient and confident readers and writers. 
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So you started a Google classroom...now what? 

When it comes to Google Classroom would you describe your skills as "Steve Jobs has got nothing on 
me" or are you "I know how to open the class and list a chapter pdf file" or somewhere in between? 
 This workshop is for those who have the basics of Google Classroom, you have set up a class, can load 
assignments and now are looking as to how to build up your skills and usage of Google Suite options. 
 We will cover how to incorporate Docs, Sheets, Slides, Forms, Drawings, and Youtube. Plus how to use 
various extensions and add-ons (doc-appender, Google Read & Write). 

  

  

Tina O'Keeffe 

Tina O'Keeffe is a level 1 Google Certified teacher and a social justice facilitator for the BCTF.  She teaches 
computers, graphics, programming, animation, film production, and robotics at Esquimalt High School. 
 Google Classroom has been an essential tool in her classroom and she is excited to share her learning 
journey using this product.   

  

  

  



51 
 

Study Skills 

Many students don't know how they should be studying, let alone why its important. This highly 
interactive workshop assesses the learning style of each participant and then presents a series of 
strategies to address each modality. Learn a little about how the brain works, why we forget, and how to 
beat the threat of tests. 

Clark Schwab 

I entered teaching in 1993 as a special needs assistant at Oak Bay High, and remained in that role until 

1995. Later that year I was transferred to work as a Resource Support teacher for special needs and 

behavioural students in Oak Bay’s newly created Resource Room. I received a Special Needs teaching 

qualification from School District 61 in 1999. I currently teach at Esquimalt High where I have worked 

since 2002. My assignments have included Mathematics 9, Science 9 & 10 and Biology 11 and 12. I have 

been department head for both Mathematics and our Challenge Program (Gifted Ed). While at Oak Bay, I 

developed a program for Study Skills to help struggling students. I have presented this workshop to 

incoming students and at past Tapestry events. 
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Teacher-Librarian Round Table 

This session is for Teacher-Librarians interested in exploring the future of the space, processes, and 
resources in the Learning Commons. This session will follow an inquiry approach, looking at what we 
know, what we are currently doing and how we can continue to move forward with the Learning 
Commons as the hub of the school community. Time will be dedicated to exploring new ideas and 
opportunities either individually or in small groups. Bring your questions and your curiosity. 

  

Darcy McNee 

This workshop has been designed collaboratively with Teacher-Librarians from SD61, SD62, and SD63. 
Our hope is to increase communication, collaboration, the sharing of ideas, resources and best practices. 
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The Heartset of Inclusive Education by Keynote Speaker - Julie 
Causton 

This session will help educators shift from a mainstreaming mindset to a heartset of inclusion.  This work 
takes creativity and compassion and just right supports.  Participants will be helped to focus on student 
strengths, gifts and talents, illuminate how to create connections between students, and ignite student 
creativity, and problem-solve how to meet the social, emotional and academic needs of students 
. The aim is to give educators the philosophy and the tools to encourage deeper relationships with 
students, promote desired student behavior, and improve inclusive classroom community all while 
demonstrating strategies at the same time.  (This workshop is a repeat of the morning workshop) 

Julie Causton 

Dr. Julie Causton is the founder and CEO of Inclusive Schooling.  She was a Professor in the Inclusive and 
Special Education Program in the Department of Teaching and Leadership at Syracuse University for the 
past 14 years.   

Her teaching, research and consulting are guided by a passion for inclusive education.  

She has particular areas of expertise are school reform, inclusive teacher training, collaboration, 
humanistic behavioral supports, lesson planning, and providing invisible adult supports.  Julie has also 
provided independent educational evaluations in due process hearings across the nation.  She has both 
the legal knowledge and practical experience to do this work.  

Her published works have appeared in over 30 academic journals including:  Remedial And Special 
Education, Teaching Exceptional Children, Journal of Postsecondary Education and Disability, Theory into 
Practice issue on Inclusive Leadership and Social Justice, International Journal of Inclusive Education, 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, The School Administrator , Equity and Excellence in Education 
, Studies in Art Education, Journal of Special Education Leadership, Journal of Research in Childhood 
Education, Behavioral Disorders, Educational Leadership, Science Scope and Exceptional Children. 

She has written 6 books for school professionals about inclusive education that are widely read by school 
teams and teacher education programs across the country.  Last year she supported schools in the area 
of inclusive school reform in twelve states and in several parts of Canada. 

 

 


