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Electronic version available for download under Social Justice Publications at bctf.ca 
 
October 2018 
 
The new school year is underway, with teachers everywhere building communities of peace in their classrooms, and 
conscientiously establishing norms of respectful and co-operative social engagement with their students. While 
putting into practice peace and education within our own classrooms, it is also important to recognize that in the 
absence of peace in the world outside of school, education suffers horribly.  
 
This year, more than half of the world’s 3.5 million registered refugee children are not in school, including 370,000 
Syrian children , 327,000 (70%) Rohingya children in Bangladesh refugee camps, and 2 million in Yemen. 
 
Military conflict is not the only form of violence negatively impacting children and their education. Closer to home, 
the Trump effect, legitimizing of all forms of discrimination and social division, is now unfolding in Canada. Premier 
Ford’s cancellation of the new Ontario sex education curriculum, and imposition of a public snitch line against 
teachers, as well as the anti-SOGI lobby in British Columbia, are some examples. 
 
Other significant threats to peace in Canada include the rise of anti-immigration politics, pipeline policies that 
violently impact the environment and disregard Aboriginal rights, and Premier Ford’s threat to reject the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms through the notwithstanding clause.  
 
Each of these topics offers current and relevant material to the Social Studies and Social Justice curriculum. Explore 
this edition of Seeds of Social Justice as well as the Peace and Global Education web pages for additional strategies 
and resources to bring peace and global education into the classroom.   
 
Randy Wedel, Peace and Global Education Action Group, Committee for Action on Social Justice            

October is Women’s History Month. The Celebrating 100 Years poster celebrates 
important advances in women’s rights within Canada and throughout the world. 
 
The International Day for Older Persons is on October 1.  This year’s theme is 
Celebrating Older Human Rights Champions.   
 
On World Habitat Day, October 1, visit the 2018 web page for resources and 
videos to help explore this year’s theme of Waste Wise Cities, in your classroom. 
 
On Gandhi’s Birthday, October 2, explore the quotes on the What Would Ghandi 
Do? webpage. 

https://www.savethechildren.net/article/alarming-spike-number-syrian-refugee-children-out-school-exposing-thousands-child-marriage
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/almost-three-four-rohingya-children-out-school-and-risk-becoming-lost-generation
https://www.unicef.ca/en/press-release/yemen-childrens-education-devastated-after-three-years-escalating-conflict
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6214
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/SW/2016%20rev-Oct_Women's%20Timeline%20poster-Eng-Fre.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/ageing/international-day-of-older-persons-homepage/2018unidop.html
http://www.un.org/en/events/habitatday/
https://unhabitat.org/whd-2018/
https://whatwouldgandhido.net
https://whatwouldgandhido.net
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On World Food Day, October 16, explore the elementary lesson plans on the 
BCTF World Food Day poster. Visit the  FAO World Food Day webpage to find 
videos, resources, and a World Food Day 2019 communications toolkit for 
schools. 
 
The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is on October 17.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for your students to examine the issue of global poverty 
by visiting the web page on Sustainable Development Goal 1: End poverty in all 
its forms. 

On Persons Day, on October 18, learn about the 1929 Court of Appeal decision 
to include women in the legal definition of “persons” by visiting the Persons Day 
website .   
 
Celebrate World Development Information Day, on October 24, by exploring the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.   

 

Inspired by the refugee experiences of several Burnaby Secondary School students, this zine tells the story of a 
fictional Yazidi family who flee from war-torn Iraq to Canada. Students will learn about the many barriers most 
refugees face before finally settling as permanent residents in their country of asylum. Teachers can print multiple 
copies of the primary and intermediate/secondary versions of the zine, or students can read the digital version on a 
SMART Board or tablet. The primary and intermediate/secondary lesson plans help students to delve deeper into 
this issue. 

Find these and other Peace and Global Education resources, including the War Toys to Peace Art and Israel-Palestine 
Conflict: Searching for a Just Peace lesson booklets  on the BCTF Peace and Global Education Action Group web 
pages.  
 
To request hard copies of posters and booklets, email socialjustice@bctf.ca. Please include the name and number of 
each item along with your mailing address. 

https://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Programs/GlobalEd/WorldFoodDay.pdf
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day
http://www.fao.org/3/CA0578EN/ca0578en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/CA0578EN/ca0578en.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/events/povertyday/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/poverty/
http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/commemoration/pd-jp/index-en.html
http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/commemoration/pd-jp/index-en.html
http://www.un.org/en/events/devinfoday/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html
https://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/PAGE/nasrinsjourneyprimary.pdf
https://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/PAGE/nasrinsjourneyintermediate.pdf
https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=38968
https://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/PAGE/primarylessonplanonrefugees.pdf
https://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/PAGE/intseclessonplanonrefugees.pdf
https://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Publications/WarToysToPeaceArt.pdf
https://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Programs/GlobalEd/Israel-Palestine%20Unit-FinalVersion3.pdf
https://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Programs/GlobalEd/Israel-Palestine%20Unit-FinalVersion3.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6214
http://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=6214
mailto:socialjustice@bctf.ca
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To learn more about social justice workshops, and to book a free workshop for a school-based, local, or regional 
professional development day, click on the workshop images above or visit the Social Justice workshops page on the 
BCTF website.  

The BCTF recently took on the role of provincial co-ordinator of UNESCO 
Associated Schools (ASPnet), a network of over 11,500 schools in 182 
countries. Member schools work toward the common goal of building 
the defences of peace in the minds of children and young people by 
working in support of international understanding, peace, intercultural 
dialogue, sustainable development, and quality education in practice. 
 
Member school benefits include participation in a variety of theme-
based projects at the national and international level; access to 
resources and professional development opportunities; networking with 

member schools at the provincial, national, and global level; and participation in national conferences. 
 
For more information and to apply to become an ASPnet candidate school, visit the ASPnet page on the BCTF Peace 
and Global Education web pages.  

 
These BCTF Social Justice workshops 
provide teachers with strategies and 
resources to bring peace and global  
education into the classroom. 

https://bctf.ca/PD/WorkshopDetail.aspx?id=38731
https://www.bctf.ca/PD/workshops.aspx?id=233056
https://www.bctf.ca/SocialJustice.aspx?id=49718
https://bctf.ca/PD/WorkshopDetail.aspx?id=48539
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CoDevelopment Canada (CoDev) is a non-governmental organization 
that supports the development of relationships of solidarity between 
like-minded organizations in Canada and Latin America, with the goal 
of advancing global education and social change in the Americas.  
 
Visit the CoDev website to find out more about the work of Codev and 
to learn how you or your local can support their work by becoming a 
member, attending events, and participating in urgent actions. CoDev’s 
Café Etico pages feature fair trade coffee and tea as well as Zatoun 
olive oil from Palestine. 

Do you have an idea for an activity in your school or classroom that promotes socially responsible teaching in an 
inclusive, safe, and healthy environment? The Ed May Social Responsibility Fund provides up to $2,000 for teachers 
to implement projects focused on promoting social justice in areas such as violence prevention, antiracism, 
antipoverty, gender equity, global education, environmental justice, sexual orientation, gender identity, and peace. 
The submission deadline is November 21, 2018. 
 
For an application form and examples of past Ed May projects, and to learn about additional BCTF Social Justice 
grants and awards, including the Local Social Justice Grant, Provincial Social Justice Initiatives Grant, and the Bob 
Rosen Social Justice Award, visit the Grants and Funds page on the BCTF Social Justice web pages.   

Barb Ryeburn 
Assistant Director of Social Justice 

BC Teachers' Federation 
100-550 West 6th Avenue 

Vancouver, BC  V5S 4P2 
604-871-1821 

Toll free: 1-800-663-9163 
bryeburn@bctf.ca 
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http://www.codev.org/
https://www.etico.ca/
https://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/EdMaySocialResponsibilityEducationFund.pdf
http://www.bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/EdMaySocialResponsibilityEducationFund.pdf
https://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/LocalSJGrantsInfoAndApplication.pdf
https://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/GrantsFunds/ProvincialSJInitiativesGrantApplication.pdf
https://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/GrantsFunds/BobRosenSocialJusticeAward.pdf
https://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/GrantsFunds/BobRosenSocialJusticeAward.pdf
http://bctf.ca/SocialJusticeGrants.aspx
mailto:bryeburn@bctf.ca

