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 We had a lot of interest in this book and as a result formed two book clubs that met and 
interacted simultaneously. One group was comprised of early primary teachers and one was later 
primary, intermediate, and itinerant teachers. We found this book to be well suited to all grade levels and 
subject areas.  
 
 The book is divided into10 chapters and each chapter is focused on its’ own inquiry question.  
  CH 1 –Why and how do we use inquiry in today’s classrooms? 
  CH 2 –How can we design learning environments for inquiry? 
  CH 3 –What’s worth inquiring into? 
  CH 4 –How can we grow a culture of questioning and curiosity?  
  CH 5 –What role can frameworks and models play in scaffolding inquiry learning? 
  CH 6 –How can inquiry nurture skills and dispositions for lifelong learning? 
  CH 7 –Why make it personal? 
  CH 8 –What does assessment look like in the inquiry classroom? 
  CH 9 –How can we grow an inquiry school? 
  CH 10 -What strategies help power up inquiry teaching?  
 
Each chapter includes some theory, descriptions of what it might look like in the classroom, and 
examples, and ends with its own list of references. The examples included pictures, sample questions, 
examples of inquiry in all subject areas, sample organizers, etc. The book is also full of inspiring quotes, 
for those who appreciate those concisely worded nuggets of wisdom.  
 
 



 The book is organized in a visually appealing manner and is one of the aspects we appreciated 
immensely. Unlike many inquiry books we had explored that were written in primarily novel form, this 
book organizes its’ content using various fonts, tables, and pictures. It was aesthetically pleasurable to 
open and read! This method of organization also made it easy to open and explore for whatever time you 
had available. You could open and read one section in a few minutes or a few hours. It also did not 
require the reader to start at the beginning and read to the end, you could explore whatever area you felt 
was most pertinent or interesting and still fully understand the ideas.  
 
  
 
 The one criticism that we have of this book is that it comes from Australia and is not yet 
available from local sources. It is expensive and must be ordered from the Australian publisher. They do 
offer discounts for bulk orders. Yet, because it is from Australia whose curriculum is similar to BC’s 
redesigned curriculum, the educational language is also similar. The book talks about concepts and Big 
Ideas and this helped us better understand our own curriculum. Even though we are now required to 
include Inquiry-based learning in our pedagogy, our curriculum does not provide much support as to 
how to do this or what it could look like. This book provided the information that is missing, and 
educators need, from our own curriculum.  
 

 
This book is recommended for teachers at varying stages of experience with inquiry learning. It 

is a great start for a teacher unfamiliar with Inquiry-based learning or for a teacher who does have some 
experience but wants to better utilize “the power of inquiry” in their teaching. Through one of our book 
club members, this book was introduced to the Forest Schools Alliance of Canada is now influencing 
their pedagogy!  
 
  


